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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. BookBy Judy LylesGood ready6 of 7 people found the following
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review helpful. Solid Foundation, Inspiring VisionBy Sean EddyWhen considering various books and other resources
for our vision casting asalocal church leadership team, | came across this interesting title. As| looked into it further, |
discovered that our team (and me, personally) had been looking at the "Vision" paradigm for local church ministry
from the context of the last ten years or so. The books, articles, speakers, conferences of the last ten years are very,
VERY similar, but often very, VERY shallow and man-centered (although Bible verses abound to show at least some
attempt to include God). The key aspect that caused me to purchase thistitle was that these were people who had lived
out what we are endeavoring to do, from a biblical base/foundation, and without the "bells and whistles" of our
contemporary evangelical world. The "ldeas" of the book are key principles from the lives and learning of some of the
greatest Christian leaders of history. With vibrant faith and often bull-dogged determination, these |eaders displayed
the power of God in personal and inspiring manner. This book cuts through the fluff and reminds us that building the
church is God's work, and He chooses to reach the world through people who are fully surrendered to His Spirit's
control and guidance. | invite local church leaders (pastors, Elders, Vision-casting teams, etc.) to consider this resource
when they are seeking to follow God's Vision for the local church.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Do Yourself aFavor and READ!By D. A. SherronThis book changed my life and ministry. Radically realtered my
ministry focus.

Tired of following the latest church-growth fad? In many churches, building vision means embracing the ideas of the
latest guru and jumping from one program to another. Ministry decisions are made according to the crisis of the
moment or the pressures of the bottom line. Long-term planning can seem like an impossible dream. This book offers
something different. Here are ideas that have stood the test of time--ideas from the most significant Christian leaders
of the last five hundred years. Y our church can implement key strategies from the lives and writings of the reformers:
Gain avision for truth.Renew your quest for holiness.See how delighting in God will inspire your worship.Bring
renewal with abiblical model of revival .Build |eaders with a time-tested plan for discipleship.Energize your vision for
missions.Grow together with key principles of Christian community. And who makes up the panel of expert
consultants who will guide your vision for lasting change? None other than Martin Luther, John Calvin, Jonathan
Edwards, William Carey, John Wesley, Richard Baxter, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and more. Each of the ten great ideas
found in this book provides a biblically based and historically rooted vision for your church over the long haul. Do you
want to revitalize the work of your church? Here are ten of the best waysin history to make it happen.

"In this book Mark Shaw flogs the currently unfashionable idea that the past might actually be important for the
present. His notion that Christians today might actually have something to learn from long-dead grey beards of
Protestantism--like Martin Luther and John Calvin--or from long-forgotten names like William Perkins and Jeremiah
Burroughs may at first not seem plausible. But give him a chance. Let him show you how teaching church history in
both the United States and Kenya has instructed him about connections between past and present. Y ou will be
surprised. You will be challanged. Y ou will be enlightened. Y ou may even be transformed in your Christian life." ----
Mark Noll, Francis McAnaney Professor of History at the University of Notre DameAbout the AuthorMark Shaw is
the director of the Centre for World Christianity at Africa International University in Nairobi, Kenya. He is the author
of anumber of books, including Work, Play, Love: A Visua Guide to Calling, Career and the Mission of God, Global
Awakening: How Twentieth Century Revivals created a Religious Revolution and The Kingdom of God in Africa: A
Short History of African Christianity. Mark and his wife Lois divide their time between the United States and Kenya,
where they have worked for over twenty-five years. Mark studied world Christianity at the University of Edinburgh
(MTh) and the history of Christianity at Westminster Theological Seminary (ThD). He enjoys speaking to churches
and campus groups across North America on topics related to his books. He loves listening to Dylan, following the
Red Sox and hanging with his grandsons.



