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From W. W. Norton Company : A Book of Voyages  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised A Book of Voyages: 

14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. A great anthology of original narratives and sourcesBy John 
CooperThis is a collection of 17th and 18th century travel narratives that Patrick O'Brian found interesting and used 
when creating his own fiction. The only words original to O'Brian are in the forward and the introductions to the 
various pieces. It says so on the back of the book, on the inside flaps, and in the description just below the title on this 
page.If your curiosity is not instantly piqued to learn of a book called "Memories and Anecdotes of Philip Thicknesse, 
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late Lieut.-Governor of Landguard Fort, and unfortunately father to George Touchet Baron Audley"; if you find boring 
the story of a Capuchin monk who explored the Congo in 1667 and slept with a tame monkey whose musky scent kept 
the rats away; and if you're not interested in reading first-hand accounts of the kinds of real-life sea adventures as 
O'Brian put in his fiction, this book is not for you. On the other hand, if you have always regretted that as a native of 
the New World, you have little access to the old libraries and records that a citizen of the Old can visit almost at whim, 
you'll be as eager to buy this as I was, and you won't be disappointed.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 
Not your grandfather's travel talesBy Charles from Redondo BeachThis is a fascinating book of travel stories. I 
enjoyed it a great deal. I will admit that I had some difficulty following the language, 17th Century English is not my 
native tongue. The stories range from the amusing to horrors of shipwrecks and survival at sea. Obviously, this book is 
not for everyone.I should warn the readers or potential readers this book has a section on surviving shipwrecks. It was 
what I call extreme survivalism. It includes some rather graphic passages about cannibalism that may be upsetting to 
some. This section is clearly marked so you can avoid it simply by turning a bunch of pages.I feel the section is 
appropriate in the historical context. Sometimes, we humans get very messy.I think this book is best for someone like 
me who loves history. I wouldn't give it as a gift unless I really knew the person.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. A book of voyagesBy Michael GreenWest Coast BritishIt's a great little book, BUT... it was written 
many ages ago and in Sailors "English" so it's slow reading... Great history of the seas when Britain ruled the waves!

Honoring Patrick OBrians centenary, a collection of his favorite travel pieces, replete with perils, discomforts, and 
exotic pleasures. Never previously published in this country, A Book of Voyages presents writings by various 
travelers, annotated and introduced by Patrick OBrian. Most are taken from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries; 
OBrian felt that, unlike Elizabethan or Victorian accounts, these writings were relatively unknown in our time. On her 
journey through the Crimea, Lady Craven witnesses barbaric entertainments in the court of the Tartar Khan. John Bell 
tells us of his days hunting with the Manchu emperor in 1721 outside Peking. An English woman in Madras gives us a 
detailed description of the extraordinary costume and body decoration of a high-born Indian woman, wife of a nabob. 
These and other selections are glimpses of a world, now gone forever, that few readers would ever see for themselves. 
They are also quite possibly the inspiration for the travels and adventures of OBrians own fictional heroes Captain 
Jack Aubrey and Stephen Maturin.


