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David N. Bell : A Cloud of Witnesses: An Introductory History of the Development of Christian Doctrine to 500 
AD, New Revised Edition (Cistercian Studies series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised A Cloud of Witnesses: An Introductory History of the Development of Christian 
Doctrine to 500 AD, New Revised Edition (Cistercian Studies series): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A fantastic book, it does a great job of summarizing ...By Michael 
MayerA fantastic book, it does a great job of summarizing the early church conflicts and better yet wherever possible 
it uses simple comprehensible language. A great read for pastors and scholars!2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Awesome!By Ben J. Welch IIIA fabulous book on Christian theology! This book will help you 
educate your congregation on their history and prompt many to think!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Good ReadingBy Robert J. SteckertThis is an excellent book. It move quickly and stays with the subject. I 
read it twice.

First published in 1989, A Cloud of Witnesses has been completely rewritten to incorporate a multitude of minor 
amendments and a considerable amount of additional information. Like the first edition, it is intended as an 
introduction to the formative first five hundred years of the Christian theological tradition. In these pages the opinions 
and personalities of the Fathers of the Church that emerge are presented against the intellectual, social, and political 
world of their times, but since the book is only an introduction, the author presents the development of Christian 
doctrine in a rather more logical and cohesive manner than was the case in reality.

About the AuthorDavid N. Bell is professor emeritus of religious studies at Memorial University and a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Canada. He retired as head of the Department of Religious Studies at the end of 2011. He has 
published some two dozen books, more than a hundred articles, and a great number of book reviews. His most recent 
book, published May 2014, isThe Library of the Abbey of La Trappe: A Study of its History from the Twelfth Century 
to the French Revolution(Brepols). 


