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John Lightfoot : A Commentary on the New Testament From The Talmud and Hebraica  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Commentary on the New Testament From 
The Talmud and Hebraica: 

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Invaluable resource for New Testament scholarsBy John L. Hoh 
Jr.Christians often forget they have Jewish "roots" or kinship. The original authors of the New Testament originally 
wrote from a uniquely Jewish perspective and reported a Messiah as prophesied in the Christian Old Testament 
(TaNaK among Jews). In some cases what was plainly evident to the original readers of the New Testament is lost on 
modern Christians. What did Matthew mean when he said, "As it was said by the prophets, 'He will be a Nazarene'."? 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1481946013


We find no specific passage the Matthew could be referring to, and the use of the plural (prophets) means that a 
reference of this sort was known among the Jewish people of the first century.The author of this book undertook a 
noble task. Alas, after completing the Gospels and portions of Acts and the Pauline epistles to 1 Corinthians, the 
author went to Glory. The task was never finished. And that is the one weak point in this project. Paul was a Pharisee 
and a "Jew of Jews" who would have known all the teachings of the Talmud and expounded on them. Alas, in areas 
where I would have liked that clarification of Paul's words, the project is unfinished.But for the sections of the New 
Testament that are commented on, any New Testament scholar will find this set useful and valuable. The quality of the 
work makes the incompletion that much more frustrating. Maybe someday the project can be finished.8 of 8 people 
found the following review helpful. Nothing else quite like itBy curdogThis is a great set of books. As the title implies, 
it gives the jewish background to the NT. One of the interesting things I found in it was that the "angel of the church," 
an expression used in Revelation, was a common expression in the synagogue. There are myriads of jewels like this in 
this set of books.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Lightfoot Commentary- good info but poor 
formatingBy BKI am delighted to have the information in this book and learned enough to see that Lightfoot was a 
Christian who was interpreting Hebraic/Talmudic beliefs without accurate understanding in some places. However the 
entire thing has been problematic due to episodic formating issues that make it nearly impossible to decipher a half 
page at a time. I suppose a price of 99 cents means that such things happen.

This commentary on the New Testament by John Lightfoot is a unique addition to the studious Christian's library. 
With the Gospels written within a first century Jewish context, some of the meaning, nuance and hidden reference is 
lost upon the modern reader. Within these pages, Lightfoot uses the Talmud (a main text of history, tradition, ethics 
and scriptural commentary in Judaism) and other Judaic sources, to bring cultural background and historical flavor to 
the familiar verses of the Gospels, giving them new life and new insight. Though the author passed away before the 
full completion of this epic work, "A Commentary of the New Testament from the Talmud and Hebraica" proves to be 
an invaluable tool for bringing fresh light upon those obsure years of the first century. [This edition contains the 
entirety of the verse-by-verse commentary of the Gospels from the original work, but omits the "Chorographical 
Details," being non-commentary notes about the regions and districts of Israel.]


