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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. early yearsBy W BoudvilleThis year is the 400th anniversary of the 
founding of the Jamestown Colony in Virginia. As part of the commemorative events, it has been acknowledged that 
Jamestown had Negro slaves. A part of the American past that still affects modern American society. But in this book, 
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one contributor reminds us that Jamestown was not really the earliest date of African slavery in North America. That 
dubious honour could be claimed by Sapelo Sound in Georgia in 1526. More significantly, the book describes how 
slavery evolved in the various North American colonies. Most had slaves at one time or another. Some, in what would 
become the Northern states of the US, gradually diminished its occurrence. But others, in the south, went from being 
slaveowning societies to slave societies. Where the former meant slaves existed, while the latter were societies who 
economies were based on slavery.Many other topics are covered by the book. Ranging from women and gender, 
across the southwest and west, to an analysis of the class structures of different regions. A good read, for someone 
already knowledgeable about the main themes in American history.

A Companion to Colonial America consists of twenty-three original essays by expert historians on the key issues and 
topics in American colonial history. Each essay surveys the scholarship and prevailing interpretations in these key 
areas, discussing the differing arguments and assessing their merits.Coverage includes politics, religion, migration, 
gender, ecology, and many others. 

"An indispensable survey of a generation of scholarship on early American history. The continent-wide approach is 
breathtaking a testimony to the expanding horizons of American historians." Gary B. Nash, University of California 
Los Angeles "This authoritative and well produced volume provides an overview of the state of play in the ever 
expanding field of colonial American history. This valuable reference work provides a comprehensive and thought 
provoking entree into a sophisticated field of historical enquiry." The Journal of the Historical Association "An 
indispensable survey of a generation of scholarship on early American history. The continent-wide approach is 
breathtaking a testimony to the expanding horizons of American historians." Gary B. Nash, University of California 
Los Angeles "This authoritative and well produced volume provides an overview of the state of play in the ever 
expanding field of colonial American history. This valuable reference work provides a comprehensive and thought 
provoking entree into a sophisticated field of historical enquiry." The Journal of the Historical AssociationFrom the 
Back CoverA Companion to Colonial America consists of twenty-three original essays by expert historians on the key 
issues and topics in American colonial history. Each essay surveys the scholarship and prevailing interpretations in 
these key areas, discussing the differing arguments and assessing their merits. In certain fields, such as politics and 
religion, the essays cover debates and approaches over the better part of the last century. More recent fields such as 
migration and gender have a narrower interpretive history, but receive the same comprehensive treatment. Essays on 
newly emerging fields such as ecology, and a closing summary essay look ahead to the future of Colonial American 
studies. The contributors are the best in their field and have collaborated to produce an invaluable reference work for 
American historians, students, and readers of American colonial history. 


