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LappWenger's treatise is the best in its class on early store keeping in colonial America. She worked using an 
unprecedented amount of data documented by Schaefferstown, Pa store keeper Samuel Rex that provides us with a 
detailed picture of his business and its importance as a central part of the community. It was not only a source of 
important commerce, but also for social integration and life. ex grew up in Germantown in the 2nd half of the 18th 
century working for his father at his northern Germantown (Cresheim) store. That experience provides us with a 
picture of what store keeping must have been in the early days of Germantown's history. I am researching and writing 
about Germantown merchant flour miller, the Quaker Thomas Livezey (1723-1790). He ran one of the largest flour 
mills in the colonies starting in 1747. Wenger's work contributes immensely to my understanding of commerce in 
early Germantown. She is an excellent story teller and has the ability to summarize the huhe amount of data Rex left 
us with making it a compelling story.

In early America, traditional commercial interaction revolved around an entity known as the general store. 
Unfortunately, most of these elusive small-town shops disappeared from our society without leaving business-related 
documents behind for scholars to analyze. This gap in the historical knowledge of America has made it difficult to 
understand the nature of the networks and trade relationships that existed between cities and the surrounding 
countryside at the time.Samuel Rex, however, left behind a vastly different legacy. A country storekeeper who 
operated out of Schaefferstown, Pennsylvania, during the later eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, Rex left a 
surprising array of documents exposing just how he ran his business. In this book, Diane Wenger analyzes the part 
Rex and others like him played in the overall commercial structure of the Atlantic region.While Wengers book has a 
strong foundation as a work of local history, it draws conclusions with much broader historical implications. The rich 
set of documents that Samuel Rex left behind provides a means for contesting the established model of how early 
American commerce functioned, replacing it with a more fine-grained picture of a society in which market forces and 
community interests could peacefully coexist.

A very fine piece of work on local Pennsylvania history.A. Gregg Roeber, Penn State UniversityThis book rests 
heavily on the best and most complete collection of business documents I have ever seen. They not only cover every 
aspect of Samuel Rexs store but also relate it to the people of Schaefferstown, the Rex family of Germantown, the iron 
forges of Pennsylvania, and the business world of Philadelphia. This provides a picture unavailable 
elsewhere.Stephanie Grauman Wolf, McNeil Center for Early American Studies, University of PennsylvaniaDiane 
Wenger's analysis of the economic life of a rural shopkeeper in Schaefferstown, Pennsylvania, exemplifies an 
excellent use of microhistory to rethink a larger historical phenomenon. . . . Her methodology and exhaustive research 
. . . [provide] a much-needed complement to interpretations of the early national economy that rely on abstract theories 
of political economy or aggregate data from hundreds or thousands of historical actors. . . . The book will also be of 
great use to those with an interest in the Pennsylvania German culture, microhistory, material culture, or archaeology. . 
. . Wenger is at her best in the detailed analysis she provides of Rex's account books, ledgers, and other business 
documents. Her extensive appendixes, which painstakingly detail customer visits and goods sold, will prove almost as 
valuable to scholars as her interpretation. This close reading of documents often glossed over by other scholars sets 
Wenger's work apart from other studies of the early republican economy that focus on theories of political economy or 
dwell on the rise of the market. . . . Wenger's work contributes to an emerging literature interpreting the early 
American economy on its own terms and through the eyes of those who experienced the changes it wrought directly. 
By taking as evidence material actions, experiences, and artifacts, rather than abstract ideas, [this book provides] a 
fresh and welcome insight into the complex nature of the early republican economy. . . . A Country Storekeeper in 
Pennsylvania provides readers with a satisfying interpretation of the role of rural storekeepers in early national 
Pennsylvania and raises new methodological and conceptual questions for future studies elsewhere.Donald F. Johnson, 
Winterthur PortfolioAbout the AuthorDiane Wenger is Assistant Professor of History at Wilkes University. 


