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Rudolf Simek : A Dictionary of Northern Mythology before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised A Dictionary of Northern Mythology:

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Great ReferenceBy Christopher R. Traversin general, | have found
dictionaries of mythology to be relatively difficult to get real use out of unless one is already familiar with the
material. Thiswork is the exception to that rule.Simek provides agreat deal of information in this work and references
to the sources. Hence it is an extremely useful work when one wants to get a quick overview of hisviews on the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0859915131

sources, with enough material to go further and check for yourself. Obviously like all secondary sources, it should not
be taken fully at face value.What sets this work apart from other dictionaries of mythology is the depth the author goes
in exploring etymologies of names and providing usable source citations. Hence even if you know the mythic material,
the work provides some additional elements not found in simply looking at the sources. However, at the same time, the
sources are properly cited so you can go and read more.In general, | would consider thisto be an absolutely
indispensable reference for serious work in the fields relating to Germanic mythology and saga.3 of 3 people found the
following review helpful. Profoundly detailed and cross referencedBy WolfThis has everything that you'll ever need to
know about Norse or Northern Mythology. It has everything from well known to almost unknown passage in our
history. It details how the word came to be, where it came from, the myth and it's various forms, cross-referencing
with other myths, and it's all so easy to understand and follow. Very well done. An outstanding accomplishment. This
would be a glowing addition to any mythology and/or religion library.2 of 2 people found the following review
helpful. | ordered this book for my husband and he absolutely ...By Customerl ordered this book for my husband and
he absolutely lovesit. This book has much more concise information he was looking for compared to other books |
have ordered for him on the same subject. Thisis a must- have for anyone doing research on Nordic mythology.

For two and a half thousand years, from 1500 BC to AD 1000, a culture as significant as the classical civilisation of
the Mediterranean world settled an immense area in northern Europe that stretched from Iceland to the Black Sea. But
the sources of our knowledge about these societies are relatively few, leaving the gods of the North shrouded in
mystery. In compiling this dictionary Rudolf Simek has made the fullest possible use of the information available -
Christian accounts, Eddic lays, the Elder Edda, runic inscriptions, Roman authors (especially Tacitus), votive stones,
place names and archaeological discoveries. He has adhered throughout to a broad definition of mythology which
presents the beliefs of the heathen Germanic tribes in their entirety: not only tales of the gods, but beings from lower
levels of belief: elves, dwarfs and giants; the beginning and end of the world; the creation of man, death and the
afterlife; cult, burial customs and magic - an entire history of Germanic religion.

There is not a page that does not inform and enthuse. --RunaScholarly and precise - should be established as the
standard work on its subject - belongsin any major reference collection. --Reference sLanguage NotesText: English
(tranglation) Original Language: GermanFrom the Back Coverln compiling this dictionary Rudolf Simek has made the
fullest use of the information available--Christian accounts, Eddic lays, the Prose Edda, runic inscriptions, Roman
authors (especially Tacitus), votive stones, place names and archaeological discoveries.



