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From Eerdmans : A Documentary History of Religion in America to 1877  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Documentary History of Religion in America to 1877: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Primary Source CompliationBy Ansen PlopbundleThis two volume 
work (of which I'm only finished with this one at this point) is probably better meant for a personal library or someone 
really interested in the religious aspects of the U. S. And by really interested I meany ready to see for yourself 
firsthand accounts - i.e. - primary sources. It's 600 pages or so, so it's very thorough. It's approach is what I would call 
historical and responsible, trying to adequately represent mostly a myriad of Christian sources. I was expecting more 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802822290


on Mormonism (not sure I remember reading any at all about it - though I could be wrong), though there are some 
other new religious movements in here.Anyway, that's basically it. Each chapter is divided up into time periods or by 
specific events (Civil War, Revolutionary War, etc.). Within that, the editors include a wide range of voices with a 
brief introduction upon each new author or piece. At the end of each chapter the editors include a lengthy list of 
additional reading material should it greatly interest you.3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Primary 
source selections from the religions in and of AmericaBy Rodney WilsonA balanced selection of the diversity of 
religious expression found in America, from Native spirituality, to colonization, Colonial Days, Revolution, Great 
Awakening and Civil War. This book is a treasure of primary documentation of the great American (religious) 
experiment.0 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Not what I expectedBy DougI began researching my 
family tree a few years ago and discovered that my ancestors began to arrive nearly 400 years ago. In at least one case 
junior was thrown out of his father's house for developing radical religious views; he was a Puritan. I was curious to 
know why. The pastor at our church recommended this book.For my purposes, I have been disappointed. The book 
does gather together and quote many interesting primary sources but I was looking for a more detailed summary of 
what the colonists believed, and why their father's disowned them for believing it. Letters written between two 
Congregationalist ministers isn't what I had in mind.

For a good two decades teachers and students of American religious history have turned to the two-volume 
Documentary History of Religion in America for the most significant primary sources from the nations founding to the 
present. Both volumes in this landmark work here appear in an updated and expanded third edition. Carefully 
refurbished by renowned historian of American religion Mark Noll, these rich sourcebooks contain original documents 
letters, sermons, court records, personal narratives, and more that chronicle the drama of American religious history. 
This third edition updates all of the bibliographical essays, brings the second volume up to the present, and 
incorporates other documents that reflect recent scholarly concerns, such as the religious dimensions of the Civil War 
and religious developments among women and people of color.

"The best source on religion in America available to contemporary students."From the Back CoverFor a good two 
decades teachers and students of American religious history have turned to the two-volume "Documentary History of 
Religion in America" for the most significant primary sources from the nation's founding to the present. Both volumes 
in this landmark work here appear in an updated and expanded third edition. Carefully refurbished by renowned 
historian of American religion Mark Noll, these rich sourcebooks contain original documents -- letters, sermons, court 
records, personal narratives, and more -- that chronicle the drama of American religious history. This third edition 
updates all of the bibliographical essays, brings the second volume up to the present, and incorporates other documents 
that reflect recent scholarly concerns, such as the religious dimensions of the Civil War and religious developments 
among women and people of color.From reviews of past editions-A richly variegated selection of short documents 
illustrative of the history of religion in America. . . . The best sourcebook available to contemporary students and 
general readers. -- "Choice"-The most comprehensive set of documentary materials on American religion to date. -- 
"Church History"-Covers the entire spectrum of the American religious experience. . . . The short chapter 
introductions and bibliographic essays are uniformly excellent. -- "Library Journal"-A treasure chest containing varied 
essentials of our country's past. . . . "The" sourcebook for courses in American religion. -- "Religious Studies "About 
the AuthorEdwin S. Gaustad (19232011) was Professor Emeritus of History and Religious Studies at the University of 
California, Riverside. He also taught at Shorter College, the University of Redlands, Baylor University, and Auburn 
University. He received a B.A. from Baylor University and a M.A. and a Ph.D. from Brown University. He is the 
author of, among other works, Sworn on the Altar of God: A Religious Biography of Thomas Jefferson, Liberty of 
Conscience: Roger Williams in America, Historical Atlas of Religion in America, The Religious History of America: 
The Heart of the American Story from Colonial Times to Today (with Leigh Schmidt), and Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the Land: A History of Church and State in America." 


