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worth my time, and all praised A Guide to Jewish Prayer: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Mizola N.Thanks0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. I love this bookBy Antonia GiddyI love this book! It is very informative. I can't seem to be able to put 
it down. Thank you!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerAs described. Thank 
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you!!

For both the novice and for those who have been engaged in prayer for years, here is the one guide needed to practice 
Jewish prayer and understand the prayer book, from one of the world's most famous and respected rabbis.From the 
origins and meaning of worship to a step-by-step explanation of the daily prayers to the reason you're not supposed to 
chat with your friends during services, Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz answers many of the questions likely to arise about 
Jewish prayer. Here are chapters on daily prayer; Sabbath prayer; prayer services for the holidays; the yearly cycle of 
synagogue Bible readings; the history and makeup of the synagogue; the different prayer rites for Ashkenazim, 
Sephardim, Yemenites, and other cultural/geographic groupings; the role of the rabbi and the cantor in the synagogue; 
and the role of music in the service.

.com For readers who wish to learn about Jewish prayer, A Guide to Jewish Prayer is the first book to read, and the 
one that will be the cornerstone of any collection of books on the subject. Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, a world- renowned 
scholar of Judaic studies and the editor and translator of Random House's 22-volume edition of the Talmud, has 
written this Guide in order to "open the gates of Jewish prayer for those who want to know and comprehend both its 
essence and its structure, and the numerous details concerning the various prayer services." Beginning with magisterial 
essays on the nature of prayer and the history of the Siddur (the common Jewish prayer book), Steinsaltz then moves 
to a detailed description of the prayer services conducted over the course of the Jewish year, and ends with a series of 
essays about communal prayer, including chapters on the synagogue, prayer accessories, and the music of prayer. With 
a comprehensive glossary and short biographies of the many rabbis who have influenced the history of Jewish prayer, 
Steinsaltz's Guide provides every necessary resource for understanding prayer, for every conceivable reader--from the 
curious gentile to the devoted Jew. -- Michael Joseph GrossFrom Publishers WeeklySteinsaltz, one of this era's most 
influential rabbis (Simple Words), turns his attention to prayer, marrying straightforward how-to tips with reflections 
on the nature and meaning of Jewish prayer. The book opens with a discussion of individual versus communal prayer, 
with Steinsaltz explaining that although Jewish prayer heavily emphasizes community, there is a place in Judaism for 
individual prayer. Communal prayer expresses the needs and hopes of the entire nation of Israel, but individuals can 
and should still pray alone, with or without liturgy, in times of personal need. He also tackles gender. Men and 
women, he explains, are both obligated to pray (although women are not legally obligated to participate in the thrice-
daily minyan). Steinsaltz offers a concise history of the Jewish prayer book, tracing the development of prayers from 
the Second Temple period to 20th-century prayers commemorating the Holocaust and Israeli Independence Day. In the 
book's valuable how-to section, he carefully examines weekdays, Sabbaths and holidays, explaining which prayers are 
said when and why. He introduces readers to "prayer accessories" such as the tallith (prayer shawl) and tefillin 
(phylacteries). The book concludes with a rousing discussion of Jewish music and its relation to prayer traditions. This 
guide will help both novices and experienced Jews to deepen their understanding of prayer. One caution: it is 
decidedly Orthodox in outlook. Non-Orthodox readers will find much of interest, but they will not find discussions of, 
for example, feminist language for God. (Sept.) Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. "A practical 
explanation of Jewish worship from a spiritual slant."Detroit Free Press"Readers familiar with Rabbi Steinsaltz's high 
level of descriptive prose, which appeals to people with varying levels of Jewish knowledge, will find this volume 
similarly of great interest."The Jewish Week 


