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Elizabeth Isichei : A History of Christianity in Africa: From Antiquity to the Present before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of Christianity in Africa: From

Antiquity to the Present:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Mostly Modern HistoryBy Jessy CarlisleThis book largely glosses
over the glorious, long and ancient history of the Ethiopian Church (and the recently independent Eritrean Church
which was part of it until the 1990's) and the ever-suffering Coptic Church. In spite of itstitle, it focusses more upon


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802808433

European missionary efforts than indigenous African Christianity. Perhaps this reflects the background and personal
biases of the author but given the cover image, | would have expected a lot more about the history of African
Christianity prior to 1500. In spite of that, it covers the last 500 years well and at least the publishers had the respect to
include an Ethiopian icon on the cover.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Super speedy delivery and
book in great conditionBy Alexi R.Just what | was looking for! Super speedy delivery and book in great condition, just
as stated. Thanks!0 of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy WKDMHgreat

This unprecedented work is the first one-volume study of the history of Christianity in Africa. Written by Elizabeth
Isichei, aleading scholar in thisfield, A History of Christianity in Africa examines the origins and development of
Christianity in Africafrom the early story of Egyptian Christianity to the spectacular growth, vitality, and diversity of
the churchesin Africatoday. Isichei opens with the brilliance of Christianity in Africain antiquity and shows how
Christian Egypt and North Africa produced some of the most influential intellects of the time. She then discusses the
churches founded in the wake of early contacts with Europe, from the late fifteenth century on, and the unbroken
Christian witness of Coptic Egypt and of Ethiopia. Isichei also examines the different types of Christianity in modern
Africaand shows how social factors have influenced its devel opment and expression. With the explosive growth of
Christianity now taking place in Africaand the increasingly recognized significance of African Christianity, this much-
needed book fills the void in scholarly works on that continent's Christian past, also foreshadowing Christian Africa's
influential future.

From BooklistThe word encyclopedic seems somehow inadequate for a book whose subject spans 2,000 years on a
continent as large and diverse as Africa, a continent where--by some estimates--Christianity is expanding at arate
roughly double that at which it is declining in the Western world. But it is probably the best word available to convey
the scope and style of Isichei's book, which is informative and readable and will surely become an important reference
for historians and others interested in Africa, in Christianity, or in both. But as important as what it containsis what it
does. Much of Christianity's history in Africaand elsewhereisinscribed in the tragic consequences of its confusion
and entanglement with European culture and colonialism. By chronicling diverse African struggles to disentangle and
encounter it anew, and by teasing out a thread of descent that predates colonialism, Isichei lays a foundation for amore
conscious and critical encounter with Christianity's enculturation outside Africaaswell asin. That is awelcome
contribution to the understanding of Africaand Christianity, a corrective to a history of interpretation that has too
often confused them with their "inventions" by the West. Steve SchroederAbout the AuthorProfessor of religious
studies at Otago University inDunedin, New Zealand. She has written widely onChristianity in Africafor academic
journals and taught inAfrican universities for sixteen years.



