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Kevin Ward : A History of Global Anglicanism (Introduction to Religion) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of Global Anglicanism (Introduction to Religion):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent on Global History, Weaker on Anglican IdentityBy Fr.
Charles ErlandsonK evin Ward is the perfect person to write a history of global Anglicanism, since he has been
involved with global Anglicanism not just as a professor but also as amissionary, atrustee of the Church Mission
Society, and member of the General Synod of the Church of England. While most of the books on the history of
Anglicanism have focused exclusively on the Church of England and other "Western" churches such as The Episcopal
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Church, the changing demography of Anglicanism demands that any contemporary Anglican history deal adequately
with the global context of Anglicanism today.Ward focuses on the activity of the indigenous of the global Anglican
churches in helping to create and shape the Anglican Communion. His entire book may be summarized as "not
English, but Anglican." His emphasisis on "the experience of local people and societiesin their decisionsto accept or
reject the Anglican forms of Christianity.” Ward further argues that the English cultural hegemony can no longer be
allowed to shape the writing of Anglican history (or, presumably, the definitions of Anglicanism that Anglicans
offer).Ward does agood job of exploring the indigenous responses to Anglicanism in places such as the Caribbean,
Latin America, West Africa, Southern Africa, East Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, China, and the Asian Pacific.
He provides historical details about Anglicanism in these areas of the world that is very difficult to come by from other
sources.However, when he discusses Anglican identity and the current crisis within the Anglican Communion, the
book is much weaker. Ward says, "I have not been concerned to define the nature of Anglicanism too precisely, to
extract the “genius of Anglicanism.™ For this, Ward can be forgiven, since defining Anglicanism is notoriously
difficult (I know: my Ph.D. thesis was one attempt to do just this). However, there must be some definition of
Anglicanism kept in mind, or else it becomes a not particularly useful and merely descriptive definition. Ward's hope
isthat the Anglican Communion will develop a self-understanding which enables the communion to appreciate its
common heritage of faith and order, its worship, and its discipleship. However, it is now clear that the Anglican
Communion has much less of acommon faith, order, and worship than Ward and others assume. Ward doesn't like the
attempts by orthodox Anglicans globally to form amore "highly regimented" communion, but his solution would only
allow the present crisisto linger and drift even more into open schism.In summary, "A History of Global
Anglicanism™" isvery good in describing local responses to Anglicanism around the globe but much weaker when it
comes to offering definitions of Anglicanism or possible waysto resolve the current crisis of identity and faith.0 of O
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Christopher Craig-jonesA wealth of informationO of O people
found the following review helpful. An Excellent History of the ChurchBy EcclesiasExcellent book on global
Anglicanism.

Anglicanism can be seen asirredeemably English. In this book Kevin Ward questions that assumption. He explores
the character of the African, Asian, Oceanic, Caribbean and Latin American churches which are now a majority in the
world-wide communion, and shows how they are decisively shaping what it means to be Anglican. While emphasising
the importance of colonialism and neo-colonialism for explaining the globalisation of Anglicanism, Ward does not
focus predominantly on the Churches of Britain and N. America; nor does he privilege the idea of Anglicanism as an
‘expansion of English Christianity'. At atime when Anglicanism faces the danger of dissolution Ward explores the
historically deep roots of non-Western forms of Anglicanism, and the importance of the diversity and flexibility which
has so far enabled Anglicanism to develop cohesive yet multiform identities around the world.

"Because Ward accords each region its own separate history, many of the chapters function independently of others.
As aresult, the book can amost be read as a reference work, providing a convenient and highly readable overview of
Anglicanism in different parts of the world." --N. Brooks Graebner, Diocese of North Carolina: The
HistoriographerAbout the AuthorKevin Ward is Lecturer in African Studies in the Department of Theology and
Religious Studies, University of Leeds. He is atrustee of the Church Mission Society and a member of the General
Synad of the Church of England.



