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Edgar McManus : A History of Negro Slavery in NY  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised A History of Negro Slavery in NY: 

8 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Dull and pedantic.By DragonslayerIf you are interested in the 
much-neglected topic of New York's slave history, I recommend _Somewhat More Independent_ by Shane White, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0815628943


who examines both the legal and social aspects of New York's slave society.This book is just dull. The author doesn't 
seem really interested in the topic. He doesn't attempt to see slavery from the slaves' point of view. He seems mostly 
interested in excusing New York for having been the North's largest slaveholding state; he tries to convince the reader 
that really it wasn't all that bad.8 of 10 people found the following review helpful. History without peopleBy 
HungryBookwormThe history courses that I took many years ago in NY schools discussed slavery mostly in the 
context of Southern plantations. I bought this book hoping to learn about the workings of slavery in my native state. I 
was very disappointed. On first opening the book, I was astonished to note that the name "Sojourner Truth" is not in 
the index. I soon realized that Dr. McManus is one of those historians who prefers his history without any people 
cluttering it up. He has produced a work filled with dates, numbers, laws, statistics and footnotes. But almost all trace 
of individual slaves and masters has been left out of his version of the history of slavery in NY.

An account of slavery in New York State, often thought to be a bastion of the antislavery movement, from the 
importation of blacks in the 17th century until its abolition 1841.

"McManus unfolds an aspect of slavery unfamiliar in its locale and untraditional in its operation.... This work is 
rewarding for its wealth of fresh findings." - American Historical ; "McManus shows the role of the Negro in 'the 
largest and most important slave system in colonial times north of the Mason-Dixon line,' with special attention to the 
urban slave.... Certainly this highly readable account is an important contribution to our understanding of Northern 
Slavery. Thoroughly researched, clearly structured, admirably written, the book is a model for the writing of a topic in 
local and regional history." - New York Historical Society Quarterly; "McManus... has worked extensively in New 
York sources, and has written about a difficult subject with clarity and restraint.... The book is valuable. It helps us 
understand the three hundred years of Negro history in the New World that preceded the celebrated cotton era. It helps 
'integrate' American history." - William and Mary Quarterly" 


