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Mircea Eliade : A History of Religious Ideas, Vol. 3: From Muhammad to the Age of Reforms  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of Religious Ideas, Vol. 3: 
From Muhammad to the Age of Reforms: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy P. RawatThkx0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Great bookBy AlinaGreat book. I recommend to anyone interested in the evolution of societies, human 
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beliefs, psychology. It continues the books on history of religion. It shows the universality and continuity of religious 
thoughts .0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Customerthanks so much

This volume completes the immensely learned three-volume A History of Religious Ideas. Eliade examines the 
movement of Jewish thought out of ancient Eurasia, the Christian transformation of the Mediterranean area and 
Europe, and the rise and diffusion of Islam from approximately the sixth through the seventeenth centuries. Eliade's 
vast knowledge of past and present scholarship provides a synthesis that is unparalleled. In addition to reviewing 
recent interpretations of the individual traditions, he explores the interactions of the three religions and shows their 
continuing mutual influence to be subtle but unmistakable.As in his previous work, Eliade pays particular attention to 
heresies, folk beliefs, and cults of secret wisdom, such as alchemy and sorcery, and continues the discussion, begun in 
earlier volumes, of pre-Christian shamanistic practices in northern Europe and the syncretistic tradition of Tibetan 
Buddhism. These subcultures, he maintains, are as important as the better-known orthodoxies to a full understanding 
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

From the Back CoverThis volume completes the immensely learned three-volume A History of Religious Ideas. Eliade 
examines the movement of Jewish thought out of ancient Eurasia, the Christian transformation of the Mediterranean 
area and Europe, and the rise and diffusion of Islam from approximately the sixth through the seventeenth 
centuries.About the AuthorMircea Eliade (19071986) was the Sewell L. Avery Distinguished Service Professor at the 
Divinity School and professor in the Committee on Social Thought at the University of Chicago.He was one of the 
most influential scholars of religion of the 20th century and one of the worlds foremost interpreters of religious 
symbolism and myth. Eliade wasthe author of many works of scholarship and fiction, including A History of Religious 
Ideas and ten novels. 


