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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of the Jews 
and Judaism in the Second Temple Period, Volume 2: The Coming of the Greeks: The Early Hellenistic Period (335-
175 BCE) (The Library of Second Temple Studies): 

This is the second volume of the projected four-volume history of the Second Temple period. It is axiomatic that there 
are large gaps in the history of the Persian period, but the early Greek period is possibly even less known. This volume 
brings together all we know about the Jews during the period from Alexander's conquest to the eve of the Maccabaean 
revolt, including the Jews in Egypt as well as the situation in Judah. Based directly on the primary sources, which are 
surveyed, the study addresses questions such as administration, society, religion, economy, jurisprudence, Hellenism 
and Jewish identity. These are discussed in the context of the wider Hellenistic world and its history. A strength of the 
study is its extensive up-to-date secondary bibliography (approximately one thousand items).

Praise for volume 1: 'The first instalment of Grabbe's ambitious four volume project is extremely rich, 
methodologically self-aware, and judicious in its historical judgements. One now awaits with expectation for the 
remaining three volumes.' The Expository TimesAbout the AuthorLester L. Grabbe is Professor Emeritus of Hebrew 
Bible and Early Judaism at the University of Hull.He is founder and convenor of the European Seminar in Historical 
Methodology.A recent book is Ancient Israel:What Do We Know and How Do We Know it? 


