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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Extremely thoughtfulBy Fr. RonThe completeness is extraordinary, 
covering every aspect of Jesus thoughts and presentations. The only fault I see might be the repetitive coverage of the 
subject matter.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excellent.By TacitusThis is an excellent book and is 
historically very rigorous. Of course, with the limited sources for the first century many questions will not be able to 
be resolved and this is frustrating. One wonders if even part of the library at Caesarea Maritima had been preserved 
how much more we might know historically. I am hoping that Meier releases Volume 6 soon.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Important but delaying milestone on the road to completion.By Lonnie B.This book was a 
bit of a surprise, based on what Dr. Meier had led us to believe his Volume 5 would be, but it turned out to be an 
important milestone on the way to completion of his monumental work on the Historical Jesus. He's now promising 
that Volume 6 will be what he had suggested Volume 5 would be, which was, among other things, his view on why 
Jesus was executed by the Romans as an insurrectionist.This work on the parables is likely to be disappointing to those 
who've thought all along that the parables were the one part of the written record that went most reliably back to Jesus, 
the man of history, when Dr. Meier, on the contrary, uses his preceding fundamental work to relegate most of the 
parables to the category of either not determinable or not from Jesus.

Since the late nineteenth century, New Testament scholars have operated on the belief that most, if not all, of the 
narrative parables in the Synoptic Gospels can be attributed to the historical Jesus. This book challenges that 
consensus and argues instead that only four parablesthose of the Mustard Seed, the Evil Tenants, the Talents, and the 
Great Suppercan be attributed to the historical Jesus with fair certitude. In this eagerly anticipated fifth volume of A 
Marginal Jew, John Meier approaches this controversial subject with the same rigor and insight that garnered his 
earlier volumes praise from such publications as the New York Times and Christianity Today. This seminal volume 
pushes forward his masterful body of work in his ongoing quest for the historical Jesus.

"John Meier's refusal to belong to a particular 'school' of Gospels research is clearly evident in this latest volume in 
theMarginalJew series. His remarkable erudition both in the primary sources and in the extensive secondary literature 
is palpable throughout. He is the very model of a sober and learned contrarian!"Simon Gathercole, University of 
Cambridge 


