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Matthew Henson : A Negro Explorer at the North Pole  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised A Negro Explorer at the North Pole: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 5 StartBy readerGreat book on adventures in the Arctic. If you like 
this book you will also want to read the following 99 cent books on Arctic adventures:1 A Winter Circuit of Our 
Arctic Coast: A Narrative of a Journey with Dog-sleds Around the Entire Arctic Coast of Alaska (1920)2 Hunters of 
the Great North (1922) (Interactive Table of Contents)3 An Eskimo Village (1920)4 My Arctic Journal: A Year 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0815411251


Among Ice-fields and Eskimos (1894)5 A Year with a Whaler (1919)6 By Eskimo Dog-sled and Kayak (1919)7 Forty-
two Years Amongst the Indians and Eskimo: Pictures from the Life of the Right Reverend John Horden, First Bishop 
of Moosonee (1893) (Active Table of Contents)8 Journey from Great Bear Lake to Wollaston Land and Recent 
Explorations along the South and East Coast of Victoria Land (1852)9 Robert Peary's Short Narrative of His "GREAT 
WHITE JOURNEY" across Greenland (1894)0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Unsung heroBy 
casanneYou hear so much about Peary but so little about Matthew Henson. This book gives some much needed insight 
into a story that should be told.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book. Fascinating.By Sara 
L LangsamExcellent book. Excellent story. I recommend it to everyone. A wonderful part of our history.

Arctic explorer Robert E. Peary originally hired Matthew Henson to be his valet, but Henson's intelligence and ability 
distinguished him and he became an invaluable addition to Peary's expeditions to the North Pole. Unlike Peary, 
Henson learned the Inuit language and trained himself to be an expert dog-sled driver. On the 1909 expedition when 
Peary claimed to have reached the Pole, it was Henson who drove the sled in which Peary, crippled and frostbitten, 
was a passenger. In this book, Henson tells of his years as a sailor and his subsequent meeting of Peary, which led to 
decades of dangerous journeys to the Arctic Sea and the shifting ice of the Pole. A close friend of many Inuit, Henson 
carefully records their culture and methods of survival, and gives accounts of the times that they saved his life.

From Publishers WeeklyRobert Peary is remembered as the intrepid explorer who successfully reached the North Pole 
in 1909. Far less celebrated is his companion, Matthew Henson, a black man from Maryland. A Negro Explorer at the 
North Pole: The Autobiography of Matthew Henson, first published in 1912 and now re-issued, tells this unsung hero's 
story in his own words. Henson, who was paid only minimum wages throughout two decades of his association with 
Peary, was indispensable to the famous explorer's journey; he learned the language of the Eskimos, was an expert dog-
sled driver and even built the sleds. But after they reached the North Pole, Peary stole the black man's photographs, 
barely spoke to him and refused to recognize his importance to the expedition. This edition contains rare photos of the 
journey and an introduction by S. Allen Counter, author of North Pole Legacy: Black, White, and Eskimo Copyright 
2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc. An original document. . . . One of the giants of polar exploration, Henson 
had the graceful modesty of genuinely big men. . . . The world would know even more about him now if his 
commander, Peary, had been less an egotist and more generous in sharing credit for his discovery of the North Pole. 
(Washington Post Book World)A really valuable addition to the literature of [polar exploration].... Filled with incident, 
occupation, description, emotion, [and] comment. (The New York Times)Fascinating and exciting. 
(Commonwealth)This is an important book in any library on Arctic exploration. (The Explorers Journal)About the 
AuthorMatthew Henson (1866-1955) accompanied Robert Peary on eight hazardous Arctic expeditions. Robert M. 
Bryce is the author of Cook and Peary: The Polar Controversy, Resolved. He lives in Monrovia, Maryland, near 
Washington, DC. 


