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George M. Marsden : A Short Life of Jonathan Edwards (Library of Religious Biography)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Short Life of Jonathan Edwards (Library 
of Religious Biography): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My favorite Jonathan Edwards biography!By Brenda N.I am not a 
theologian by any means but I am fascinated by the life of Jonathan Edwards and his family. This biography was 
exactly what I have been looking for, detailed enough to be well documented but written in such a way that it is easy 
and enjoyable to read.I particularly like the way the author compares the lives of Jonathan Edwards and Benjamin 
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Franklin. It is an interesting account of men born in similar circumstances and education but who go on to live very 
different lives... one becoming one of the best known Christians of his day and the other choosing the modern teaching 
coming from Europe.I downloaded it on my Kindle but purchased the paperback edition as a gift for a family member 
(who is a true theologian). I'd recommend reading Marriage to a Difficult Man to get a further account of the 
importance of his wife and children to his life.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A short and 
worthwhile read of Edwards' life.By David KimFor anyone wanting to learn more about the man behind the God-
centered theology, this short book is a wonderful introduction to the consistency of Edward's life and vision.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Doug FosterEasy, informative read of one of the greatest 
pastors and thinkers in American religious history.

Jonathan Edwards is one of the most extraordinary figures in American history. Arguably the most brilliant theologian 
ever born on American soil, Edwards (17031758) was also a pastor, a renowned preacher, a missionary to the Native 
Americans, a biographer, a college president, a philosopher, a loving husband, and the father of eleven 
children.George M. Marsden -- widely acclaimed for his magisterial large study of Edwards -- has now written a new, 
shorter biography of this many-sided, remarkable man. A Short Life of Jonathan Edwards is not an abridgment of 
Marsden's earlier award-winning study but is instead a completely new narrative based on his extensive research. The 
result is a concise, fresh retelling of the Edwards story, rich in scholarship yet compelling and readable for a much 
wider audience, including students.Known best for his famous sermon Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, 
Jonathan Edwards is often viewed as a proponent of fire, brimstone, and the wrath of God. As Marsden shows, 
however, the focus of Edwards's preaching was not God's wrath but rather his overwhelming and all-encompassing 
love. Marsden also rescues Edwards from the high realms of intellectual history, revealing him more comprehensively 
through the lens of his everyday life and interactions. Further, Marsden shows how Edwards provides a window on the 
fascinating and often dangerous world of the American colonies in the decades before the American 
Revolution.Marsden here gives us an Edwards who illumines both American history and Christian theology, an 
Edwards that will appeal to readers with little or no training in either field. This short life will contribute significantly 
to the widespread and growing interest in Jonathan Edwards. 

From BooklistThe author of the magisterial Jonathan Edwards (2003) has written an entirely new book for Eerdmans 
Library of Religious Biography. Its a work of grace, lit by affection for the great clergyman and understanding of his 
place and time: prerevolutionary New England, considering itself more British than colonial, still an ecclesiastical 
regime, in which a parson held as much or more authority than any secular officeholder. A scion of ministers, Edwards 
was upper crust, yet he became the chief apologist of the Great Awakening, which challenged local pastors and 
encouraged democracy among church members. Astonishingly busy and productive, he had 11 children, wrote 
voluminously, directed missions to the Indians, and faithfully attended church conventicles. A rigorous Calvinist and a 
keen student of nature, he believed in a personal God whose love required reciprocal love from the believer, not least 
because of the glorious gift of Creation. Marsen calls him a towering figure . . . of the first American revolution, the 
spiritual revolution of the awakening. Reading his lovely prcis of Edwards is believing that assessment. --Ray Olson 
Publishers Weekly "A slim but solid biography of Edwards. . . Marsden's work provides an accessible and informed 
account for scholars and laypeople alike." 


