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William M. Schniedewind : A Social History of Hebrew: Its Origins Through the Rabbinic Period (The Anchor 
Yale Bible Reference Library)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised A Social History of Hebrew: Its Origins Through the Rabbinic Period (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference 
Library): 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300176686


2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Any student of Hebrew, Jewish history, or biblical history will find 
treasure in this book.By RollaMikeThis book was a delight to read as a seminary student who is often confronted with 
assigned textbooks that are useful but hard to read enjoyably. This book is different. It reads smoothly, the flow 
presented through history is understandable, and yet it is an excellent resource for advanced study. Knowledge of 
Biblical Hebrew enhances the reading experience, but is not necessary at all to gain greater depth of understanding of 
its history, especially in how it became the core structure of modern Judaism.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. It is a great read and insightful about the evolution of language in ...By TraingrlThis book delivers on its title, 
walking through a history of the Hebrew language from a social development perspective. It is a great read and 
insightful about the evolution of language in the ancient Near East.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A 
great read. I could not put this book downBy Joseph GreenbaumA great read. I could not put this book down. Explains 
biblical / Jewish history from s new prospective .

More than simply a method of communication shared by a common people, the Hebrew language was always an 
integral part of the Jewish cultural system and, as such, tightly interwoven into the lives of the prophets, poets, scribes, 
and priests who used it. In this unique social history, William Schniedewind examines classical Hebrew from its 
origins in the second millennium BCE until the Rabbinic period, when the principles of Judaism as we know it today 
were formulated, to view the story of the Israelites through the lens of their language.

This important book fills a major void in the field of Hebrew studies. Schniedewind paves new ground with this 
masterful survey of the primary sources, elucidated throughout via recourse to modern linguistic research.Gary 
Rendsburg, Rutgers University 


