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Virginia Bernhard : A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really Happened in Virginia and Bermuda?  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Tale of Two Colonies: 
What Really Happened in Virginia and Bermuda?: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Must Read For History Lovers!By Traci FanninDr Virginia 
Bernhard's book, "A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really Happened in Virginia Bermuda?" is filled with very 
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interesting facts of the two colonies. As the English were busy trying to settle in the New World, the Sea Venture was 
busy trying to stay afloat on the Atlantic. The survivors of the Sea Venture, wrecked their ship onto the shores of 
present day Bermuda. Their mission delayed for 2/3 of a year and the colonists tried their best to make due with what 
they had. Dr Bernhard also teaches the reader about the almost ill fated colony of Jamestowne and how the survivors 
of the Sea Venture were desperately needed at James Fort.Dr Bernhard talks and teaches to the reader. She does not 
talk below or above the reader. She entwines the facts and reality, creating a picture of hardships the English colonists 
had to endure--not only in Bermuda but in Virginia too.She has weaves the facts of both English colonists (the 
colonists in Virginia and the colonists in Bermuda) to show how both were faced with obstacles of hardships, mutiny, 
desertion, and the strong will to survive.Dr Bernhard made me further understand the parallels of both colonies. Her 
book is filled with rich facts and I recommend this book for all levels of readers.5 stars for a well written book!4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. History you can understandBy PaulThis book fills in all the information 
you need to understand what happened after Columbus arived up till the Revolutionary war. I found it completly 
captivating to learn of how the early companies and other undertakings were founded. It is almost like what I think 
what goes on in modern undertakings.And Professor Bernhard's style of writting is wonderful. Almost in a 
conversational tone she leads one thru the stories. And still there is enough documentation and research tales to let you 
know that this story is the truth and not any sort of fiction.I've got a good answer to "read any good books lately"? I 
certainly have, take a look at "A Tale of Two Colonies".2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. very 
informativeBy Frances JonesI learned a great deal about both the early settlements of Virginia and Bermuda. I applaud 
all the tedious research that made this book possible. It is amazing what goes on behind the scenes of any government 
bureaucracy. Personalities, subterfuge, and the desire to invest in "get rich schemes" occurs in the past and in the 
present.

"If her title invokes Charles Dickens's A Tale of Two Cities (1859), the allusion is apt. She links the two colonies in a 
tale of death and resurrection and compares them, often highlighting Virginia's greater struggles." -- Matthew Pursell, 
The Journal of Southern History Drawing on new research and her own extensive knowledge of early Virginia and 
Bermuda, Virginia Bernhard elucidates the colonies' interwoven histories. Along the way, she solves many of the 
conundrums that have long perplexed scholars and general readers. This is a rich, lively, and reliable narrative and an 
important contribution to Atlantic studies.Alden T. Vaughan, author of Transatlantic Encounters: American Indians in 
Britain, 15001776 


