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The abolition of the slave trade is normally understood to be the singular achievement of eighteenth-century British 
liberalism. Abolitionism and Imperialism in Britain, Africa, and the Atlantic expands both the temporal and the 
geographic framework in which the history of abolitionism is conceived. Abolitionism was a theater in which a variety 
of actorsslaves, African rulers, Caribbean planters, working-class radicals, British evangelicals, African political 
entrepreneursplayed a part. The Atlantic was an echo chamber, in which abolitionist symbols, ideas, and evidence 
were generated from a variety of vantage points. These essays highlight the range of political and moral projects in 
which the advocates of abolitionism were engaged, and in so doing it joins together geographies that are normally 
studied in isolation. Where empires are often understood to involve the government of one people over another, 
Abolitionism and Imperialism shows that British values were formed, debated, and remade in the space of empire. 
Africans were not simply objects of British liberals benevolence. They played an active role in shaping, and extending, 
the values that Britain now regards as part of its national character. This book is therefore a contribution to the larger 
scholarship about the nature of modern empires.

I must pay Derek Peterson an enormous tribute for selecting and editing such marvelous and cutting-edge scholarship. 
This volume should have a major impact for years to come on our interpretations of the broad and often unexplored 
effects and consequences of British abolitionism. David Brion Davis 


