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Leland Donald : Aboriginal Slavery on the Northwest Coast of North America  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Aboriginal Slavery on the Northwest Coast of North 
America: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A must have ver serious researchersBy ATSIf you want the truth 
about Indian/native American groups in the N.W., this book is a must. It is not politically correct, but you can be sure 
that many " ancient ones" are applauding. These were a vibrant, bigger than life, range of dilutes, and their REAL past 
should be shared and respected.
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With his investigation of slavery on the Northwest Coast of North America, Leland Donald makes a significant 
contribution to our understanding of the aboriginal cultures of this area. He shows that Northwest Coast servitude, 
relatively neglected by researchers in the past, fits an appropriate cross-cultural definition of slavery. Arguing that 
slaves and slavery were central to these hunting-fishing-gathering societies, he points out how important slaves were 
to the Northwest Coast economies for their labor and for their value as major items of exchange. Slavery also played a 
major role in more famous and frequently analyzed Northwest Coast cultural forms such as the potlatch and the 
spectacular art style and ritual systems of elite groups.The book includes detailed chapters on who owned slaves and 
the relations between masters and slaves; how slaves were procured; transactions in slaves; the nature, use, and value 
of slave labor; and the role of slaves in rituals. In addition to analyzing all the available data, ethnographic and 
historic, on slavery in traditional Northwest Coast cultures, Donald compares the status of Northwest Coast slaves with 
that of war captives in other parts of traditional Native North America.


