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Allan D. Austin : African Muslimsin Antebellum America: Transatlantic Storiesand Spiritual Struggles before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised African Muslimsin
Antebellum America: Transatlantic Stories and Spiritual Struggles:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A piece of American History that we no nothing about ...By
CustomerA piece of American History that we no nothing about. This book can extend the hand of peace to an


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0415912709

ignorant nation.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. MAY FLOWER MUSLIMSBy halimaTHE
MUSLIM IN AMERICA FROM THE MAYFLOWER TO PRILGRIMS!11 of 17 people found the following review
helpful. avery good bookBy HaseebThis book is nine chapters of mostly biographical information of muslims from
west africawho got caught in the north american slave trade. The first two chapters are an overview the muslims and
historical accounts. Chapters 3-9 concentrate on the lives of some of the most well known muslims and what others
wrote about them.The reason why | didn't give this book five stars is because of the author's use of Ar-Rahman asiif it
is Ibrahim ‘adurraHmaan's last name. In the muslim faith, it is blasphemousto refer to a person as Ar-RaHmaan or any
of the other names of allah (god). This may seem like asmall issue to most, but it isavery serious issue because the
author is showing hisignorance of I1slam and spreading ignorance among the readers who know little or nothing about
Islam. The readers of this book will see the casual use of ar-Rahman and think that it's ok to useit for short
‘adurraHmaan. Since the author has a Ph.D, | think he should have had knowledgeble muslims read through his book
before publication.

A condensation and updating of his African Muslimsin Antebellum America: A Sourcebook (1984), noted scholar of
antebellum black writing and history Dr. Allan D. Austin explores, via portraits, documents, maps, and texts, the lives
of 50 sub-Saharan non-peasant Muslim Africans caught in the slave trade between 1730 and 1860. Also includesfive

maps.

.com A condensation and updating of the author's African Muslimsin Antebellum America: A Sourcebook, this book
features the stories of nearly 80 Africans brought to America as slaves between 1730 and 1860. What was unusual
about these slavesiis that they were Muslims and that they left some sort of documentary record of their presence.
Many came from elite classes--one was a military officer, several were schoolteachers, and another was studying to
become areligious leader. Using the fragments of evidence still available, Allan D. Austin tells acompelling story that
illuminates aspects of American history that are too little known.From Library Journalln this updated condensation of
his African Muslims in Antebellum America: A Sourcebook (1984), Austin sketches the experiences of some 75
Muslims seized in sub-Saharan Africa and enslaved in North America between 1730 and 1860. Expanding his
commentary and condensing his excerpts from autobiographical or biographical narratives, Austin develops the
character of individual Muslims more than in his sourcebook. He illuminates their lives and thoughts in ways that
reveal the embarrassing limits imposed by race and religion on general historical understanding of first-generation
Africansin America. A complement to Richard Brent Turner's Islam in the African-American Experience (LJ 6/1/97),
thiswork is essential for collections on early America, African Americans, and U.S. history or religion or IsSlam in the
United States.?Thomas J. Davis, Arizona State Univ., TempeCopyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Austin
uses historical documents, including photos, to tell adventurous, distressing and sometimes funny stories of enslaved
African Muslims between 11730 and 1860. All left some record of their presence in America.."-Navid Igbal, "The Star-
Ledger, Newark, New Jersey ..."highly recommended...."-"The Journal of American History ..."attractively
produced...."-Journal of Southern History, Feb 1999 Vol.65, No. 1 "Austin offers meticulously researched profiles of
Muslim Africans who lived during the antebellum era"-"Amsterdam News



