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Anthony Ephirim-Donkor : African Spirituality: On Becoming Ancestors before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised African Spirituality: On Becoming Ancestors:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Emmanuel Thisisrea 7 of 8 people found the following
review helpful. Very InformativeBy A Customer| wanted to learn something about the traditional beliefs of the Akan
people so | ordered this book. It was very readable and very informative. What interested me the most was that the
author used structures developed by Fowler and Erikson. Since these two are foundational in the study of western faith
and personality development, | felt right at home, even though the destination of the book was halfway around the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0761854673

globe. | would highly recommend this book to anyone interested in a "first book™" about this subject.0 of 0 people
found the following review helpful. Good information.By Quick As EverJust started reading. Good information.

Dr. EphirimDonkor thoughtfully explores the spirituality of the Akan people in Ghana and their quest to achieve
ancestorhood in heaven (Samanadzie) and eldership on earth (Wiadzie). This revised edition reflects years of
additional research, with newer and deeper insights on the vast subject of African spirituality.

Focusing on the Akan people in Ghana as aresource for examining the overall conception of human development,
African Spirituality isthefirst book to concentrate on specific developmental processes of an African people from the
ancestral world to the mundane and back to the ancestral world. From their beliefs concerning reincarnation,
conception, birth, education, ethical existence, eldership, and death, the Akan people have devel oped a sequence of
culturally defined life stages. This paradigm is predicated on a theory of personality that hasits ontological basisin
God (Nana Nyame) and the primordial woman and her children that formed the original matrilineal community, the
ebusua. This structural model utilizes myths and concepts, rites, drams, and elements that form the basis for human
development among the Akan people. Applying the word of Erik Erikson and James Fowler; the author examines the
vast, systematized, and holistic Akan concept of personality. -- Midwest Book About the AuthorAnthony Ephirim-
Donkor is assistant professor and undergraduate director of Africana Studies at Binghamton University, State
University of New Y ork. Dr. Ephirim-Donkor teaches African and African diasporareligions and cultures. He isthe
author of The Making of an African King: Patrilineal and Matrilineal Struggle among the Effutu and African Religion
Defined: A Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan.



