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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic if you happen to be interested in the topic.By elizaThis 
book is not light reading, and not meant for anyone who is not a serious student of the industrial revolution in England, 
Atlantic history, or the origins of the current world economy. It is extremely comprehensive, with a detailed and 
balanced overview of the literature on the subject, carefully built arguments, and minutely examined evidence. Also, 
and perhaps most appealingly, the author is completely unafraid to state explicitly when he is not covering a subject - 
he lets the reader know what he is not going to explore and why, so he can get on with the things he does want to 
cover without any loose ends. It is primarily a work of academic history, but does not ignore socio-cultural factors as 
is often the case. I find the writing style to be engaging and easy - relatively, in the context of academic works on 
economic history - to read.

Drawing on classical development theory and recent theoretical advances on the connection between expanding 
markets and technological developments, this book reveals the critical role of the expansion of Atlantic commerce in 
the successful completion of England's industrialization from 1650-1850. The volume is the first detailed study of the 
role of overseas trade in the Industrial Revolution. It revises other explanations that have recently dominated the field 
and shifts the assessment of African contribution away from the debate on profits.

"...a brave and good book." Pat Hudson, Cardiff University, Journal of Modern History"[A] densely argued, learned, 
and important book...Inikori builds a compelling case to which all serious students of industrialization will pay careful 
attention.[T]his powerful and closely-reasoned book has brought vigorous new life to an old debate." John Darwin, 
Nuffield College, Oxford, Albion"Inikori's big book dispels any lingering doubts about the important part played by 
overseas trade in stimulating the innovation and enterprise that underpinned Britain's Industrial Revolution and makes 
a welcome attempt to add precision to our understanding of the linkages between slavery, Atlantic commerce, and 
long-run economic change." Nuala Zahedieh, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland, International Journal of 
Maritime History"Professor Inikori's ambitious book stressing the pivotal contribution of Africans (especially enslaved 
Africans) to England's industrialization is certain to persuade many readers. His thesis is provocative and may be 
relevant to contemporary political debates in the United States...a book that merits very close attention." John 
Singleton, Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington, New Zealand, International Journal of Maritime 
History"...[a] splendid book...I admire Inikori's book and regard the appearance of research which rehabilitates the role 
of the slave trade and slavery in British industrialisation as long overdue." Pat Hudson, Cardiff University, Cardiff, 
United Kingdom, International Journal of Maritime History"Joseph Inikori has written a detailed and important book 
on the origins and causes of the English Industrial Revolution. Inikori makes it clear that historians can no longer 
neglect the role of Africans in Atlantic commerce and its effects on industrialisation..." Henk den Heijer, University of 
Leiden, Leiden, The Netherlands, International Journal of Maritime History"...a treasure trove of information...a 
product of mature scholarship, vindicating the dedication of a life-time of research to a single great theme." William 
G. Clarence-Smith, SOAS, University of London, London, England, International Journal of Maritime History"Inikori 
seeks to draw a parallel between international forces affecting Britain's industrialization, and international theories and 
development policies affecting economic development in the non-Western world after World War II. Inikori draws 
new attention to the impact of international trade on the development process in England." Maxine Berg, University of 
Warwick, Coventry, England, International Journal of Maritime History"Joseph Inikori's Africans and the Industrial 
Revolution in England: A Study in International Trade and Economic Development is destined to become a classic in 
the study of English, European, and world history. He has taken on a perennial topic of historical debate, and the book 
does what any good classic in history and social science should do. It provides broad historical context, challenging 
theorectical insights, rich empirical detail, and a well-constructed and provocative set of conclusions about the 
centrality of Africa's contribution to the modern period of history. It will engage scholars for decades to come." 
International Journal of African Historical Studies"...a big book in every sense...provocative...convincing..." 
EH.NET"A major contribution of Inikori is his melding of sources in the literature available to all of us with the 
results of his own far-reaching and deep-going archival research, especially in business company records, and in 
regional or even local primary sources, which permit him to construct his regionally and African-specific account of 
English industrialization." - Andre Gunder Frank, Luxembourg 


