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Stuart B. Schwartz : All Can Be Saved: Religious Tolerance and Salvation in the Iberian Atlantic World  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised All Can Be Saved: Religious 
Tolerance and Salvation in the Iberian Atlantic World: 

5 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Moors, jews an christians in medieval Spain, Portugal and the 
AmericasBy A. BertrandThis is an incredible book.Everything that we were not taught in high school you'll find in this 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300158548


book. The author has done a superb research job. The narrative intelligently combines actual historical cases with 
sensible commentaries.It's a "page turner".Anybody interested in this topic should buy this book.2 of 2 people found 
the following review helpful. Very good book.By ValeriaExcellent interpretation of heterodoxy, diversity and 
toleration in Spain, Portugual and their colonies in America.Through microhistory Schwartz traces both the 
continuities and differences of religious thoughts, that challenged the Inquisitorial orthodoxy.His analysis challenges 
what has been taught at school level about the structure of the Spanish and Portuguese empires.I recommend it for 
those who are looking to understand colonial America and those using microhistory as a methodology.

It would seem unlikely that one could discover tolerant religious attitudes in Spain, Portugal, and the New World 
colonies during the era of the Inquisition, when enforcement of Catholic orthodoxy was widespread and brutal. Yet 
this groundbreaking book does exactly that. Drawing on an enormous body of historical evidenceincluding records of 
the Inquisition itselfthe historian Stuart Schwartz investigates the idea of religious tolerance and its evolution in the 
Hispanic world from 1500 to 1820. Focusing on the attitudes and beliefs of common people rather than those of 
intellectual elites, the author finds that no small segment of the population believed in freedom of conscience and 
rejected the exclusive validity of the Church. The book explores various sources of tolerant attitudes, the challenges 
that the New World presented to religious orthodoxy, the complex relations between popular and learned culture, and 
many related topics. The volume concludes with a discussion of the relativist ideas that were taking hold elsewhere in 
Europe during this era.

0;Stuart Schwartz widens the road to religious tolerance with fascinating new examples from Portugal, Spain and their 
American colonies. Tradesmen, farmers, and slaves argue a down-to-earth relativism as independently as any radical 
scholar. An important book for understanding what leads people to accept difference and a source of hope for our own 
time.1;2;Natalie Zemon Davis, author of "Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds" -- Natalie 
Zemon Davis0;Not many academic histories make you laugh out loud. Schwartz shows ordinary people using 
vulgarity and humor to convince inquisitors that sex between single people was no sin, and that all sincere believers 
(Muslim, Christians, Protestants) would be saved2;even though they knew such defiance normally led to savage 
punishments. This is a book you must read.1;2;Geoffrey Parker, author of ""The Grand Strategy of Philip II"" -- 
Geoffrey Parker"In this superb and strikingly original book, Stuart Schwartz raises an audacious thesis that is sure to 
excite attention and controversy."-Felipe Fernndez-Armesto, Tufts University"This book is a major achievement by a 
senior historian with a long history of prolific and insightful scholarship. It will become one of those cherished classics 
that change the way we think."-Teofilo F. Ruiz, UCLA -- Teofilo F. Ruiz"Not many academic histories make you 
laugh out loud. Schwartz shows ordinary people using vulgarity and humor to convince inquisitors that sex between 
single people was no sin, and that all sincere believers (Muslim, Christians, Protestants) would be saved-even though 
they knew such defiance normally led to savage punishments. This is a book you must read."-Geoffrey Parker, author 
of The Grand Strategy of Philip II"Stuart Schwartz widens the road to religious tolerance with fascinating new 
examples from Portugal, Spain and their American colonies. Tradesmen, farmers, and slaves argue a down-to-earth 
relativism as independently as any radical scholar. An important book for understanding what leads people to accept 
difference and a source of hope for our own time."-Natalie Zemon Davis, author of Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-
Century Muslim Between Worlds"Schwartz argues eloquently and convincingly. . . . A flowing narrative that is at 
once gripping and enlightening. . . . All Can Be Saved should prove to be a very important contribution to our 
understanding of religious belief, past and present." -- Carlos Eire "Books Culture" (11/01/2008)About the 
AuthorStuart Schwartz is George Burton Adams Professor of History and Director of the Council of Latin American 
and Iberian Studies atYale University. He has published extensively on the history of Spain, Portugal, and their New 
World colonies. 


