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Bernard A. Weisberger : America Afire: Jefferson, Adams, and the First Contested Election  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised America Afire: Jefferson, Adams, and the 
First Contested Election: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0380806517


0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Entertaining Book on First Two Competitive POTUS 
CampaignsBy PoliSciJunkieAdams vs. Jeffers I and the rematch that went from Adams vs. Jefferson II to Jefferson vs. 
Burr. A remarkable read about how low and dirty politics was between such esteemed people. A few key takeaways 
was how popular voting was nearly nonexistent in that era. But state legislative races were proxy presidential 
elections, in deciding who would pick electors. Also, though the general view is that Alexander Hamilton 
singlehandedly ensured that Jefferson and not Burr became president after the 1800 election, Weisberger believes 
Hamilton's role was exaggerated. The Broadway play might contest that point Either way, this is definitely a 
worthwhile read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy George T. GarlockExcellent!0 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. This book is badBy NateThis is probably the hardest read ever. it is so dam 
boring and useless. do not ever buy this book

America Afire is the powerful story of the election of 1800, arguably the most important election in America's history 
and certainly one of the most hotly disputed. Former allies Adams and Jefferson, president versus vice president, 
Federalist versus Republican, squared off in a vicious contest that resulted in broken friendships, scandals, riots, 
slander, and jailings in the fourth presidential election under the Constitution.

About the AuthorBernard A. Weisberger is a distinguished teacher and author of American history. He has been on the 
faculties of the University of Chicago and the University of Rochester, is a contributing editor of American Heritage 
for which he wrote a regular column for ten years, has worked on television documentaries with Bill Moyers and Ken 
Burns, and has published some dozen and a half books as well as numerous articles and reviews. He lives in Evanston, 
Illinois, with his wife. 


