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From Brand: Dept. of the Army : American Military History, Volume I: The United States Army and the 
Forging of a Nation, 1775-1917 (Army Historical)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised American Military History, Volume I: The United States Army and the Forging of a 
Nation, 1775-1917 (Army Historical): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Essential Military TextbookBy DavidThe first of the two-volume 
series of American Military History does not simply summarize the battles of the U.S. Army and Navy. From 
beginning to end, this chronological textbook transports the reader back into an amazing timeline of daring generals, 
struggling armies, and miraculous victories. Volume I starts the adventure by describing European and Indian war 
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tactics and how they influenced the colonies. As the textbook ends to begin another, the evolving U.S. military 
approaches ever closer to World War I.This textbook has grasped the importance of the militia and volunteer forces 
and how they affected the outcome of many battles. It describes the evolution of the U.S. Army in great detail, how it 
functioned differently from the militia, and how it functioned best with the militia in the early wars. Although the 
focus of the book is primarily aimed at the U.S. Army, it does give credit and discredit to the U.S. Navy and Marines 
when appropriate. Another aspect this book brings the reader is the importance of the U.S. military to its citizens 
throughout time of war and of peace.From General Washington to General Pershing, this textbook details their 
professional careers and their influence on military battles. American Military History carefully describes every major 
decision they made, whether good or bad, and leaves the level of heroism up to the reader. This textbook accumulates 
years of research to bring the reader the best possible accounts of these generals profiles.Another interesting aspect of 
this textbook is the manner in which it describes every significant battle of the U.S. military. Along with maps and 
fluid reading, American Military History depicts each battle vividly and remarkably. This book can bring an enveloped 
reader to feel nearly the same frustration and despair of the army at the loss of an important battle or an entire region. 
Do not read this book to enjoy a series of victories. Victories in this book usually came at a great loss. Not every 
American war was justifiable or moral. This is also presented carefully in the textbook.American Military History 
captions important people, things, and events in separate reading blocks to pull the reader back out of the main content 
to learn an important detail. Because of the dynamics of the evolving U.S. military, this textbook must continuously 
describe the building up of the U.S. Army at the beginning of every war and the diminishing of the same at the end of 
each war. This textbook has allotted separate chapters to describe the fruition of the U.S. military between major 
conflicts and how the results will affect future wars.Descriptive and highly informative, American Military History, 
Volume I provides the reader with an accurate portrayal of the first 142 years of the U.S. military. As an added bonus, 
the editors have also provided a number of additional references that provide supplementary knowledge on many 
different battles and military leaders. This textbook should not only be essential for military knowledge but should be 
an important segment to the totality of American history scholarships.1 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Excellent concise historyBy Scotty, the CookThis a suberb textbook for ROTC students and any general 
student, or as a reference text. That is all there is to say.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
survey per the titleBy E. M. Van CourtBut don't expect anything but a very specialized text on American military 
history from 1607 to 1917, which is to say, from colonization to immediately before the U.S. entered WW I.It is a 
thorough survey of the battles in the period covered, but is woefully shallow with regards to tactical and technological 
innovation, the personalities involved, and other perspectives. The implications of the cap lock, and cartridge small 
arms, the internal combustion engine, the wristwatch, telegraph, and the Marconi (wireless communications) are 
grossly neglected. Even fundamental personality issues like George Washington's personal motives for showing the 
British how he could perform as a military commander where ignored. And, for example, the British perceptions of the 
Declaration of Independence are completely ignored, as are the Canadian perceptions of the French and Indian 
War.On the other hand, despite the limitations, it provides very good descriptions of tactical action including maps that 
simplify visualization of the action. There is room for improvement in the explanations of operational and strategic 
actions, but it provides the basics.Good, but exactly as described.E.M. Van Court

This latest edition of an official U.S. Government military history classic provides an authoritative historical survey of 
the organization and accomplishments of the United States Army. This scholarly yet readable book is designed to 
inculcate an awareness of our nation's military past and to demonstrate that the study of military history is an essential 
ingredient in leadership development. It is also an essential addition to any personal military history library.This text is 
used in military ROTC training courses as a basic military history textbook. Volume 1 of 2 volume set.
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