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BranstiterIn this wonderful book, Walter Hixson offers an interdisciplinary reframing of American history that 
considers not only the perspective of European settlers, but the Native people inhabiting the North American 
continent. Hixson argues that the history of the United States has always been one defined by a settler colonial project. 
Drawn from postcolonial, ethnohistorical, and anthropological theory, the notion of settler colonialism refers to what 
the author calls "a history in which settlers drove indigenous populations from the land in order to construct their own 
ethnic and religious national communities," rather than the model of metropole or classical colonialism often 
associated with European incursions in Africa. To Hixson, one cannot understand the history of the United States with 
viewing its defining moments as part of an ever evolving settler colonial project. For example, he views the Civil War 
as a crisis between two models of settler colonialism: one built upon the enslavement of African-Americans, and the 
other based upon widespread white landholding and free labor. What emerges after the Civil War isn't Lincoln's "new 
birth of freedom," but the victory of a northern-style settler colonialism and the wholesale continuation of warfare 
against Native Americans.Hixson's book is well-structured and argued. It is a work of scholarly academic history that 
may at times be inaccessible to the general reading publicat times the reader is left to wade through a list of names, 
dates, and battles. This book's best fit is in the hands of a graduate or advanced undergraduate student. Casual readers, 
or those relatively new to postcolonial theory, might want to start elsewhere (I'd check out Ari Kelman's "Misplaced 
Massacre," S. C. Gwynne's "Empire of the Summer Moon," or Dee Brown's "Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee."

Over the course of three centuries, American settlers helped to create the richest, most powerful nation in human 
history, even as they killed and displaced millions. This groundbreaking work shows that American history is defined 
by settler colonialism, providing a compelling framework through which to understand its rise to global dominance.

'The strengths of this book include its commitment to a clearly stated theoretical foundation, its concern about the 
under reporting of the violence and violation to human beings at the core of this history, and its intention to 
incorporate a comparative element. It integrates Native American history into American history narratives and does 
important work in bringing the U.S.-Mexico War and other colonial conflicts into the analysis." - Sherry L. Smith, 
University Distinguished Professor of History and Associate Director of the Clements Center for Southwest Studies, 
Southern Methodist University, USA"This book is an important achievement. Hixson applies to American history the 
findings of settler colonial studies as a global intellectual endeavor." - Lorenzo Veracini, Associate Professor, 
Swineburne University of Technology, Australia, and Managing Editor, Settler Colonial Studies"Hixson has 
synthesized the history of English/American settler colonialism of American Indian peoples through the latest settler 
colonial theories. There is no other work out there like this, and this kind of synthesis is much needed. In particular, he 
shows the thread between conflagrations that are often treated distinctly from one another: the US-Mexican War, the 
Civil War, the Indian Wars, and the Spanish-American War." - Margaret Jacobs, Chancellor's Professor of History, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, USA 'The strengths of this book include its commitment to a clearly stated theoretical 
foundation, its concern about the under reporting of the violence and violation to human beings at the core of this 
history, and its intention to incorporate a comparative element. It integrates Native American history into American 
history narratives and does important work in bringing the U.S.-Mexico War and other colonial conflicts into the 
analysis." - Sherry L. Smith, University Distinguished Professor of History and Associate Director of the Clements 
Center for Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist University, USA"This book is an important achievement. Hixson 
applies to American history the findings of settler colonial studies as a global intellectual endeavor." - Lorenzo 
Veracini, Associate Professor, Swineburne University of Technology, Australia, and Managing Editor, Settler 
Colonial Studies"Hixson has synthesized the history of English/American settler colonialism of American Indian 
peoples through the latest settler colonial theories. There is no other work out there like this, and this kind of synthesis 
is much needed. In particular, he shows the thread between conflagrations that are often treated distinctly from one 
another: the US-Mexican War, the Civil War, the Indian Wars, and the Spanish-American War." - Margaret Jacobs, 
Chancellor's Professor of History, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, USAAbout the AuthorWalter L. Hixson is 
Distinguished Professor of History at the University of Akron, USA. His most recent book is The Myth of American 
Diplomacy: National Identity and U.S. Foreign Policy (2009). 


