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Edmund S. Morgan : American Slavery, American Freedom  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised American Slavery, American Freedom: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent insights into economics of racism!By J. FriedMorgan adds 
understanding through scholarship. His footnotes are extensive and accurate. He surprises with a correlation between 
the poor of England and Virginia's negro slaves.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Looking at 
Yesterday and Seeing Today Through A Diiferent FrameBy fredric leighVery interesting and fascinating thesis; i.e., 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=039332494X


the acceptance of slavery was essential to the lower class whites accepting the freedom that the privileged class 
allowed them to have. After all, someone was lower than the lowest white man and even he could aspire to owning 50 
acres and perhaps buy a slave or two, and one day be able to vote. Slavery of the Blacks secured the privilege of the 
Whites. Additionally, the author provides an interesting history of the class tensions among Whites_ a tension lessened 
somewhat by slavery.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Tear jerkerBy JerretReally good book. Made 
me cry.

"Thoughtful, suggestive and highly readable."New York Times Book Review In the American Revolution, Virginians 
were the most eloquent spokesmen for freedom and quality. George Washington led the Americans in battle against 
British oppression. Thomas Jefferson led them in declaring independence. Virginians drafted not only the Declaration 
but also the Constitution and the Bill of Rights; they were elected to the presidency of the United States under that 
Constitution for thirty-two of the first thirty-six years of its existence. They were all slaveholders. In the new preface 
Edmund S. Morgan writes: "Human relations among us still suffer from the former enslavement of a large portion of 
our predecessors. The freedom of the free, the growth of freedom experienced in the American Revolution depended 
more than we like to admit on the enslavement of more than 20 percent of us at that time. How republican freedom 
came to be supported, at least in large part, by its opposite, slavery, is the subject of this book. American Slavery, 
American Freedom is a study of the tragic contradiction at the core of America. Morgan finds the keys to this central 
paradox, "the marriage of slavery and freedom," in the people and the politics of the state that was both the birthplace 
of the Revolution and the largest slaveholding state in the country.

Profoundly important.... Every page of Morgan's book speaks of a sensitive understanding of human nature, as well as 
of a scrupulous attention to scholarly exactitude. - J.H. Plumb, New York of BooksAbout the AuthorEdmund S. 
Morgan (19162013) was the Sterling Professor Emeritus at Yale University and the recipient of the National 
Humanities Medal, the Pulitzer Prize, and the American Academys Gold Medal. The author of The Genuine Article; 
American Slavery, American Freedom; Benjamin Franklin; and American Heroes, among many others. 


