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John Martin MD : An Account of the Tonga Islands  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised An Account of the Tonga Islands: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A glimpse into my Tongan HeritageBy cwiQueenI am Tongan-
German-English and always looking for family history on my Polynesian side. This book gave me the personality of 
my relatives and to be able to put this into their biographies was awesome. The book also gave me a glimpse of the 
social structure of the Tongan culture. Very enlightening and I've already marked the pages when statements touch me 
or give me insight to my heritage.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful account...By Robert G. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1460930096


WolffExcellent book on the cultural aspects of these people by someone who actually lived there and didn't just stop in 
to collect data. While I read the book, I felt as though I was there with him; it was so well written. I strongly 
recommend this account to those who enjoy studying pacific island cultures. Robt.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Four StarsBy AkuiraVery detailed account of his experience

In 1806 the English privateer Port au Prince anchored in the South Pacific kingdom of Tonga, seeking food and help. 
Instead, they were attacked by the Tongans. Half the crew was massacred and thrown to the sharks; the rest were 
enslaved. Fourteen-year-old William Mariner was adopted into the family of Finau 'ulukalala, the powerful and 
charismatic king of the islands. Mariner spent four years in Tonga, participating in Finau's wars, managing a 
plantation, and learning all he could of the language, customs, history, and politics of the Tongan people. After he 
returned to England in 1810, he met Dr. John Martin, who took down his story and published his remarkable tale. This 
edition is a reprint of both volumes of the complete text of the Third Edition of the book, published in Edinburgh in 
1827.

About the AuthorBrian K. Crawford is a writer and historian living in Marin County, California. He and his wife 
Linda met and lived in Tonga in 1972 and they returned again in 1982 to visit the places described by Mariner. Mr. 
Crawford is also the author of Toki, a historical novel about William Mariner. He has published several collections of 
short stories, several memoirs, and has reprinted other books of early Pacific exploration. His books can be found at 
www.BrianCrawford.info The Crawford Press San Anselmo CA 


