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Donald R. Vance : An Introduction to Classical Hebrew  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised An Introduction to Classical Hebrew: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Most Complete Introduction to Biblical HebrewBy James D. 
MccawHaving studied all the biblical languages and several other cognate languages, I have had the opportunity to 
make m, y way through numerous grammars. However, I have found few to be as effective in communicating the 
technical aspects of the language as efficiently as this grammar. Though it is labelled as an introduction, this work 
helps to equip the student of the Hebrew Scriptures with skills that will advance them beyond merely reading the text, 
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but also encountering the nuances of the language. There is a logical procession from the basic rules of pronunciation 
to more technical aspects of grammar. Numerous exercises and paradigms help the student to understand and apply the 
skills they have acquired within the chapter. The chapters are organized in a logical sequence that builds on, and 
reinforces the previous material. Moreover, for those who have never studied another language, or have studied 
numerous languages, this grammar is a paradigm, which other grammars may imitate. From Qur'anic Arabic and 
Ethiopic to Homeric Greek, and other cognate languages between, I have been disappointed with few grammars. With 
others, I have been pleased. However, with this grammar, I consider this one of the best investments for studying the 
sacred Hebrew Bible that I have ever made. Additionally, I would recommend the BHS Hebrew Reader, by this same 
author. Dr. Vance is an accomplished philologists and grammarian.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 
Helpful ResourceBy C J MacKenzieI found Vance's textbook to be very informative. He seems to really know his 
area. I do find, however, that there are other Hebrew grammars that get the job done at a more attainable price, like 
Practico and Van Pelt's text for example. And because their text is published with Zondervan in the same strand as 
Mounce's Greek text, it has a handy accompanying workbook. But you can't go wrong with either text. That main 
question you must ask is how much are you willing to spend.4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. 
Classical Hebrew systematically.By David JohnsonDr. Vance's "Introduction to Classical Hebrew" was written for his 
biblical Hebrew class and it was then published. It is a systematic introduction to Biblical Hebrew and is very well 
suited for use in the classroom in a year long program. If you wish to pick up Hebrew outside the classroom this can 
be a useful aide, and should be used in conjunction with Vance's reader for Ruth. Look for future projects from Dr. 
Vance.

This grammar introduces undergraduate and graduate students to the essentials of classical Hebrew. It begins with the 
simple and regular elements of the language and proceeds to the complex and irregular, frequently referencing the 
historical development of Hebrew. Extensive explanations of elements in English prepare students for the discussion 
of the corresponding Hebrew element. Through the course of the text, the reader will translate the book of Ruth as well 
as other biblical and nonbiblical texts, learning particular skills in reading both the entire Hebrew Bible and the later 
sixth-century Hebrew material, such as the Lachish Letter. Accomplished students of this text will be prepared to 
progress to advanced study of Hebrew grammar and exegesis of the Hebrew Bible.


