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11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Good Story, Poor Structure and WritingBy

Readin'Writin'Fool This really was a fascinating story, but the reading was difficult at times. The author jumped around
in time quite a bit without much transition and it became very confusing. He had a tendency to use adjectives to
describe characters but didn't explain further what he meant (for example describing someone as arrogant but not
backing it up with examples)and was often repetitive and long winded in the imagery.He billed the book as one that
would discuss class differences and while he did that he failed to completely draw the parallel between his grandfather
and Astor he was looking for. | was also frustrated by the relation of certain conversations and stories without
supporting documentation.Overall, | did enjoy the book because the story itself isinteresting, but the way it was
written, failure to meet its advertised objective and structure made it a difficult read.0 of O people found the following
review helpful. Good Read Overal|By Kristine Mikal am very glad | read this book. I'm intrigued by the Titanic and
know little of its aftermath. This book gave me lots of background that the days that followed were not always filled
with grieving relatives who would 'go on.' It gave me a sense that there were families whose lives were not just
disrupted but changed forever by this event, bringing out both the good and bad intentions in the remaining family
members. Briefly, | hope, | have listed my likes and dislikes of the book. | gave this 4 stars because it isagem in the
rough. | am glad that | read it. Here are my likes and dislikesLikesl) The story is captivating. The loss of 21 year old,
band-member, Jock Hume's life on the most famous sinking of the Titanic had aripple effect on the lives of two
families and a score of other people. It was a compelling story and one that couldn't be made up for fiction - no one
would believe it.The author does areally nice job of taking one on thisjourney of how one event leads to another and
another.2) The background story of the ship that picked up Titanic's dead. It was difficult to read but helpful in
completing a picture of the days that followed the sinking. A lesser known story of the following days had highlights
in this book.3) | liked the Epilogue and its brief follow-ups to many of the persons of this book. It's agood 'wrap-up'
technique that allows the author to remind the reader that, while there is not enough time to write at length about
everyone, there istime for a short paragraph that gives a quick summation for each person who shared some of the
spotlight in the book.Didlikes:1) The book wandered a bit and left some prominent players behind. Astor and hiswife
Madeleine had afeatured role in the book and yet, they dropped out of sight mid-way through the book. Because they
were so prominent, | found myself checking out Wikepediato see what happened to Madeleine and her son. Once |
read that, | was able to get on with the book comfortably knowing that | would not read of them again. And given what
| read, Madeleine's story would have been a great juxtaposition to the story of the Humes and Costins. The lack of
follow-up on Mary Costins. A great deal of time spent on Alexander Hume years after the sinking of the Titanic, the
court battles and the endless lies and self-absorption. Mary was consigned to the Epilogue once her court battles had
concluded.2) There were many diversions that were unnecessary. Too much detail about violin making. | play violin
and found it interesting, but distracting from the overall flow of the story.3) There was an air of sentimentality to the
book that sometimes gave a one-dimensional aspect to the members of the Humes family. It was clear which family
members were to be liked by the reader and which were not.In the end, this book reminds the reader that, good or bad,
everyone has alife and a history - even a 21 year old violinist who died while playing on the Titanic.Kristine Mika0 of
0 people found the following review helpful. Titanic band member's storyBy MelissaNot as good as | thought it would
be. It was interesting that one of the band members grandsons wrote the book. | was hoping it would be more about the
band member and his fiance, not as much as the ship that picked the bodies up. It was interesting that the band
member's father was trying to get money from white star lines and stole from his grandaughter. Still a good book.

The amazing true story of one of the band members who famously played as the Titanic sank, written by his grandson

"Clever and touching . . . amoving homageto all of the men, women and children who heard the last music played on
board the SS Titanic, and to the people they left behind." Scotsman



