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John Henry Newman : Apologia pro Vita Sua (Penguin Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Apologia pro Vita Sua (Penguin Classics): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Hard ReadBy Maria WestrichNewman is interesting. He's a skilled 
writer. He's just VERY hard to understand. His sermons are approachable, but this book requires much historical 
background as there is plenty of name dropping and references to historical events that few of us are familiar with 
today. Basically, it takes a scholar to get through this. I know it's a great work, it's just a little too great and out of my 
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reach.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent text. ObviouslyBy Read these booksExcellent text. 
Obviously, something of an esoteric argument today, but still a fine model of how to deal with an ad hominem attack.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not what you expectBy FrI had read excerpts before, but reading the 
whole work was full of surprises. This is not at all a typical apologetically work. It goes much deeper, and gives an 
awe inspiring glimpse into an especially gifted mind and soul, who now has been beatified.

John Henry Newman, one of the towering figures of the early Victorian Church of England, caused shock and outrage 
in equal measure when he announced his espousal of Roman Catholicism in 1845. His Apologia, written nearly twenty 
years later in response to a scurrilous public attack by Charles Kingsley, is a superbly crafted response to those who 
criticized his actions and questioned his motives, and traces his spiritual development since boyhood, his close 
involvement in the high church Tractarian Movement and his agonizing decision to reject the church he had been born 
into. Ostensibly an autobiography and a speech for the defence, the Apologia transcends self-justification to explore 
the very nature of Christianity and its place in the modern age.For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the 
leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics 
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the 
series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary 
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

From the Back CoverJohn Henry Newman stunned the Anglican community in 1843, when he left his position as vicar 
of St. Mary's, Oxford, to join the Roman Catholic church. Perhaps no one took greater offense than Protestant 
clergyman Charles Kingsley, whose scathing attacks against Newman's faith and honor inspired this brilliant response. 
Apologia Pro Vita Sua, Newman's spiritual autobiography, explores the depths and nature of Christianity with flowing 
prose and a conversational style that has ensured its status as a classic.His honest and passionate defense consists of a 
personal history of his religious convictions, from earliest memory through the Oxford movement and his ultimate 
conversion. His concluding point-by-point refutation of Kingsley's charges features thought-provoking contentions 
that strike at the very roots of the principles underlying Protestantism. Newman won respect and admiration with his 
Apologia, a work that has helped clarify perceptions of Roman Catholicism among readers of every faith. 


