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Elizabeth Boosahda : Arab-American Faces and Voices: The Origins of an Immigrant Community  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Arab-American Faces and 
Voices: The Origins of an Immigrant Community: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerIt was very informative1 of 1 people found 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=029270920X


the following review helpful. An AWAIR PickBy Audrey ShabbasIn this labor of love, Boosahda, a third-generation 
Arab American, draws on over two hundred personal interviews with contemporaries of the first generation of Arab 
Americans (Syrians, Lebanese, Palestinians), both Christians and Muslims, who immigrated to the Americas between 
1880 and 1915, and their descendants. Focusing on the community in the Worcester/Boston area, the author shows its 
links to and similarities with Arab-American communities throughout North and South America, particularly Brazil. 
Here is plenty of evidence of how hard work and creativity enabled Arabs to put down roots in America, to the benefit 
of the community and the country.Teachers/Librarians: 9th grade to adult - social studies/language arts.5 of 5 people 
found the following review helpful. Expounding documentary of Arab-American recent historyBy Lina FairchildThis 
labor of love documents the experience of Arabs who emigrated to Worcester, Massachusetts between 1880 and 1915. 
The author, a third-generation Worcester Arab-American, has interviewed immigrants from Lebanon, Syria and 
Palestine; she dis-cusses their lives and their connections with fellow Arab immigrants in the United States and South 
America, particularly Brazil. She also highlights the political and eco-nomic factors that brought Arabs to America and 
led many of them to stay, even after they had met their goal of earning enough to prosper in their homelands. 
Interviewees, most in their 80's and 90's, are succinctly quoted about subjects including their neighborhoods, work, 
traditions and education. The author offers evidence aplenty of how hard work and creativity enabled Arabs to put 
down roots in America, to the bene-fit of the community and the country. APC

As Arab Americans seek to claim their communal identity and rightful place in American society at a time of 
heightened tension between the United States and the Middle East, an understanding look back at more than one 
hundred years of the Arab-American community is especially timely. In this book, Elizabeth Boosahda, a third-
generation Arab American, draws on over two hundred personal interviews, as well as photographs and historical 
documents that are contemporaneous with the first generation of Arab Americans (Syrians, Lebanese, Palestinians), 
both Christians and Muslims, who immigrated to the Americas between 1880 and 1915, and their 
descendants.Boosahda focuses on the Arab-American community in Worcester, Massachusetts, a major northeastern 
center for Arab immigration, and Worcester's links to and similarities with Arab-American communities throughout 
North and South America. Using the voices of Arab immigrants and their families, she explores their entire 
experience, from emigration at the turn of the twentieth century to the present-day lives of their descendants. This rich 
documentation sheds light on many aspects of Arab-American life, including the Arab entrepreneurial motivation and 
success, family life, education, religious and community organizations, and the role of women in initiating 
immigration and the economic success they achieved.

"This book reminds readers that Arab Americans are as American as the pita bread, hummus, and baklawa that they 
introduced to the American diet. But it also reminds us that the challenge of integration and acceptance is far from 
over. Much remains to be done, and this book charts the way through the stories and testimonials of those among 
America's proudest citizens." (Journal of American History)About the AuthorElizabeth Boosahda is an independent 
scholar and writer in Worcester, Massachusetts. As a longtime participant in many Arab-American communities, she 
brings firsthand knowledge of Arab-American customs, traditions, and values to this book. 


