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Michael G. Reed : Banishing the Cross: The Emergence of a Mormon Taboo  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Banishing the Cross: The Emergence of a Mormon 
Taboo: 

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Thorough review of little-explored common question.By 
JeannieWhy the cross is not used as a visual symbol by the Mormon Church is a frequently raised question. This book 
is an in-depth look at the history of the cross as a symbol for both Protestants and Mormons in the 19th century. It 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1934901350


explains how the current Mormon practice developed while making it clear that there is nothing in Mormon scripture 
or doctrine that compels Mormons to reject the cross as a symbol. It is reader-friendly and very informative.11 of 13 
people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy AnnI highly recommend this book to anyone, member or 
nonmember, who has questions as to why Mormons don't usually wear crosses or have them in their homes. I am LDS 
(Mormon) and this answered my questions. I will now feel more comfortable wearing a cross and seeing other wearing 
them in the LDS community.4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Very informative and well-
researchedBy David PierceI went into reading this book thinking it may be another anti-Mormon book, however, it 
was far from that. Michael Reed presented information about the history of the cross in relation to the Mormon church 
presenting, as Joe Friday would put it, "Just the facts..." It was enlightening and it showed where the aversion to the 
cross in some members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints comes from. Mr. Reed also presented the 
points of view of splinters from the original Mormon Church, which I find quite interesting. I would highly 
recommend reading this book to learn more about things not really discussed in LDS Church history.

Michael Reeds invaluable study shines new light on Mormons complex and ambiguous relationship with the cross. 
Reeds research, the most exhaustive ever undertaken on this subject, should help other Christians understand the 
historic, cultural and religious context out of which Latter-day Saint attitudes toward the cross emergedand it should 
help Latter-day Saints find greater spiritual meaning in this most poignant and profound of Christian symbols.


