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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great history of the colonia period. it was well written and worth
reading,, i want to read more of what he wroteBy lisa b wegenerHe did a great job of making history come alive. He
documented everything very well and yet it was readable0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Conquest
shrouded in and empowered by the ethos of the greater goodBY hindsightAn excellent book and valid and reliable
documentation of the continuing journey of the Holy Eucharist to and across the Americas: to apply in a set of
research papers Im putting together on the parallelism between Church and state unified under the Cross, sword and
the greater good.0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Skyler Cody Lovvornthanks

Thisisashort history of the age of exploration and the conquest of the Americas told through the experience of
Bartolom de las Casas, a Dominican friar who fervently defended the American Indians, and the single most important
figure of the period after Columbus. Explores the period known as the Encounter, which was characterized by
intensive conflict between Europeans and the people of the Americas following Columbuss voyages Argues that Las
Casas, protector of Indians,' was primarily motivated by Scripture in his crusade for justice and equality for American
Indians Draws on the 14 volume Complete Works of Las Casas as awindow into his mind and actions Encourages
students to understand history through the viewpoint of individuals living it

Beside my students, | would recommend this book to anyone with a desire to understand better what is one of the most
compelling periodsin history. (The Journal of Latin American Studies, 1 April 2013) "Clayton (Univ. of Alabama) has
written an excellent, concise survey of the life and work of Bartolome de las Casas, the Dominican friar who
advocated fiercely on behalf of indigenous Americans during the 16th-century Spanish conquest of the America. .
.Recommended. Lower-division undergraduates and above." (Choice, 1 October 2011) Clayton has written a
wonderful biography of Las Casas--churchman, thinker, author, reformer and crusader for justice. A major figurein
Spanish American history, Las Casas is presented as a complex man, controversial in the world helived in, and
influential in creating perception of Spain and her colonies that endured for centuries. Susan Socolow, Emory
University Thisisafull biographical study of one of the mgjor figures of the early modern period, a person who left
his mark on his contemporaries and posterity as much as the great monarchs of Spain, England and France. . . It should
be a new classic on the life and significance of one of the major figuresin the struggle for human justice. Noble David
Cook, Florida International University Lawrence Clayton has produced an excellent, insightful and highly nuanced
biography that does full justice to the most extraordinary advocate of human rightsin the history of the Americas,
Bartolom de las Casas. Exhaustively researched, sympathetically written and enhanced by illustrations, maps and an
excellent bibliographic essay, this work constitutes an extraordinary contribution to the growing literature on the
subject. Franklin Knight, Johns Hopkins UniversityFrom the Back CoverAfter Christopher Columbus, Bartolom de las
Casasisthe single most important figure in the period known as the Encounter, atime of intensive conflict between
Europeans and the people of the Americas following Columbuss voyages. In this book, Clayton provides a short
history of the age of exploration and the conquest of the Americas told through the experience and acts of Las Casas.
Las Casas, a Dominican friar, witnessed the brutality of the Spanish explorers early in the conquest. Motivated above
all by Christian scripture, he turned on the conquistadors with a passion that made him the most prominent defender
and protector of the native peoples of the Americas. He led alifelong crusade to secure justice for Amerindians within
a Christian framework of justice and equality. Through Las Casass story, Clayton explores the major events and
conflicts of the period, including the relationship between colonizers and colonized and the burgeoning trade in
African slaves. The book alows readers to enter the world of the Encounter through the eyes of an individual who not
only lived through the period, but was crucial in forming it. In doing so, it provides a foundation for understanding the
early days of Spanish exploration, settlement, and conquest, a period which set the stage for the creation of the modern
civilization of the Americas.



