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Margaret Blackburn : Becoming White: My Familys Experience as Slave Holdersand Why It Still Matters 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Becoming White: My 
Familys Experience as Slave Holdersand Why It Still Matters: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Exploring White Privilege from a Personal Starting PlaceBy J. L. 
EdmistonJust returning from 2016 The White Privilege Conference, I was looking up evidence of slaveholding in my 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=143892416X


own ancestry and I came upon this book. The author and I share some ancestors. But mostly I found this book 
comprehensive and interesting.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. interesting but dryBy bbbbbbbI 
learned some interesting things about slavery from this book, but found it excessive in its many chapters about her 
family.

BECOMING WHITE: My Family's Experience as Slave Holders--and Why It Still Matters follows the travels of three 
of my ancestral families as they came from the Old World to the new American colonies. In this lively history you will 
follow these families from Scotland, England, and Northern Ireland to their new homes in the colonies--and most 
important, see where and when they first came into contact with enslaved Africans, and how they became slave 
holders themselves. Although the book presents my own families' histories, it is really a parable for everyone's family 
history. Whether we came here long ago or last year; whether we are of European, African, Hispanic, Asian or Native 
American heritage, we have all been affected by the experience of being enslaved or of holding slaves.The thesis of 
the book is that the experience of holding other people as slaves was the origin of racism in the United States, and that 
that particular kind of racism has affected all of us--and even affects people who have never lived here.


