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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. unique research sourceBy Floyd NashThese collections of actual 
interviews with former Plantation Slaves are an invaluable insight into American History. Too many times, we are 
caught up in the "dramatization" of history that is provided in film and literature. Here are the actual words of those 
who lived through the Civil War as slaves, and how they actually felt. I recommend them highly to any and all middle 
and high school history teachers to have for their students.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... the ex 
slaves memories of their former lives and loved that they were quoted word for wordBy Annette LaBombardI was 
very drawn in to each of the ex slaves memories of their former lives and loved that they were quoted word for word.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. SlaveryBy Michael BlizzardVery interesting book, I learned a lot 
about the perspective of the former slaves from reading these books fro the different states, highly recommend it to 
anyone studying this period of American history. Easier to read for those not familiar with southern slang.

Shares personal accounts of what it was like to live under slavery.

From School Library JournalYA-- From 284 Federal Writers' Project interviews gathered during the 1930s, Hurmence 
has edited 27 pieces in which ex-slaves from South Carolina discuss their homes, chores, masters, families, and 
celebrations during slave times. As she notes in her introduction, the former slaves' seeming nostalgia for old times 
may have resulted from their ages (all were over 80 at the time of the interviews) and Depression-linked poverty, the 
reality that freedom often meant sharecropping and violence from the KKK, and the fact that their interviewers were 
white. Nonetheless, the collection offers students a chance to use readable primary sources to research details of the 
everyday lives of Southern slaves. Alice Conlon, University of HoustonCopyright 1989 Cahners Business Information, 
Inc.From Library JournalSelected from the Federal Writers' Pro ject slave narratives, this first-hand ac count of slavery 
features interviews with 27 former South Carolina slaves who were at least ten years old when they were freed. It is a 
successor to Hurmence's My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk about Slav ery (1984).--MRCopyright 1989 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. 


