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Malcolm Gaskill : Between Two Worlds: How the English Became Americans  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Between Two Worlds: How the English Became 
Americans: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. An Englishman's take on New England's early historyBy Don 
SpinettaAt long last, an overview of America's colonial history from a British perspective. The author has unearthed 
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resonant details from both sides of the Atlantic. Much of the material will not be new to those with a penchant for this 
era, but the work is invaluable for the odd bit of trivia that is missing in most American-written overviews. It is 
refreshing to read unsparing assessments of founding fathers -- such as John Winthrop -- instead of the usual 
veneration with which American historians have traditionally portrayed them. The book is so thorough, though, that 
reading it can be a bit slow-going, hence the four stars.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Highly 
recommended history book.By Teri T. ZandiI found this book to be very interesting and informative. I have read 
different books on the early colonial period, but they usually dealt with New England or simply the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. This book is different in that the author also describes the experiences of English settlers in places such as the 
Caribbean, Virginia, the Carolinas, as well as New England and up into Canada. He talks not only of the hardships of 
the early settlers, but also of the propaganda wars going on between the new world and the old. Many tried to keep 
hidden, how bad it could be so as not to discourage New emigrants. I recommend this book to any serious history 
readers. It definitely gave me new insight into that era.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. the sad plight 
of the indigenous peoples whose land was thoughtlessly ...By J. HouseFull of astonishing information about the British 
settlement of the "colonies," both in the West Indies and on the southern and northern coasts the New World. The 
writer brings to life the harrowing experiences of these early settlers, the men who bought the patents, the men who 
ruled them, the journeys by sea, the religious conflicts, the battles over property, the extension of the English Civil 
War to the American colonies, the sad plight of the indigenous peoples whose land was thoughtlessly wrenched from 
them, with much destruction wreaked on both sides. Malcolm Gaskill has provided a fantastic overview with much 
detail.

In the 1600s, over 350,000 intrepid English men, women, and children migrated to America, leaving behind their 
homeland for an uncertain future. Whether they settled in Jamestown, Salem, or Barbados, these 
migrantsentrepreneurs, soldiers, and pilgrims alikefaced one incontrovertible truth: England was a very, very long way 
away.In Between Two Worlds, celebrated historian Malcolm Gaskill tells the sweeping story of the English 
experience in America during the first century of colonization. Following a large and varied cast of visionaries and 
heretics, merchants and warriors, and slaves and rebels, Gaskill brilliantly illuminates the often traumatic challenges 
the settlers faced. The first waves sought to recreate the English way of life, even to recover a society that was 
vanishing at home. But they were thwarted at every turn by the perils of a strange continent, unaided by monarchs who 
first ignored then exploited them. As these colonists strove to leave their mark on the New World, they were forcedby 
hardship and hunger, by illness and infighting, and by bloody and desperate battles with Indiansto innovate and adapt 
or perish.As later generations acclimated to the wilderness, they recognized that they had evolved into something 
distinct: no longer just the English in America, they were perhaps not even English at all. These men and women were 
among the first white Americans, and certainly the most prolific. And as Gaskill shows, in learning to live in an 
unforgiving world, they had begun a long and fateful journey toward rebellion and, finally, independence

Karen Kupperman, author of The Jamestown ProjectBetween Two Worlds offers a comprehensive history of the 
English people's experience in America in the seventeenth century, in its continuing and changing relation to events in 
England. By including people in all the colonies and at all levels of society, we gain a true and compelling picture of 
these experiences.Mary Beth Norton, Professor of American History at Cornell University and author of In the Devil's 
Snare: The Salem Witchcraft Crisis of 1692A well-written, refreshing examination of seventeenth-century America 
(including both mainland and Caribbean settlements) from the English perspective. Written by an accomplished 
English historian, Between Two Worlds will provide readers with many new insights into the conservative English 
people who became Americans almost in spite of themselves.James Horn, author of A Land As God Made It: 
Jamestown and the Birth of AmericaThis is a superb book. It could stand alone as a sweeping and comprehensive 
account of the first century of English settlement in The New World. But Malcolm Gaskill goes further and offers us a 
fascinating view of the formation of an English America in which colonists gradually become Americans and the 
English at home become increasingly distant. Between Two Worlds is simply the best book on the subject.Charleston 
Post CourierHistorian Malcolm Gaskill melds panoramic brushstrokes with sharply drawn personalities and intimate 
details in examining the English experience in America during the first 100 years of colonization. In doing so, he has 
produced a comprehensive, frequently engrossing chronicle of the challenges faced by three generations of a large and 
varied company of pilgrims adapting to an alien landscape.... His is an admirable book buttressed by exhaustive 
research.Virginian-PilotGaskill is good at demonstrating how little effort the Crown invested in nurturing and 
managing the colonies.... Between Two World is often fascinating.Publishers WeeklyAn in-depth look at the 
experiences of the first three generations of English settlers on the American continent that examines their slow 
transformation into a new culture.... Meticulously-researched and drawing on a plenitude of original source material, 
Gaskill's study provides an underrepresented view of early American history.KirkusA comprehensive history of 
America's colonists, who struggled to separate while remaining English, and the English, who just wanted a cash 
cow.Library Journal[Gaskill] has an immense understanding of the period, quoting ably from hundreds of primary 



sources.Wall Street Journal 


