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Jewish Thought and Scientific Discovery in Early Modern Europe is a major contribution in understanding the cultural 
processes involved in the emergence and development of the consumer phase of science. It covers many Jewish 
authors and their writings from the middle of the 16th until the late 18th centuries in Europe. The book's combined 
approach to the history of science and Jewish thought strongly emphasises analysis of the mentalities that informed 
some of the prominent figures of Jewish thought in this time period. Jewish Thought and Scientific Discovery in Early 
Modern Europe takes a comprehensive look at the processes taking place in the minds of European Jewish 
intellectuals in Italy, Amsterdam, Prague, and London. The main purpose of this book is the description of the 
modalities of reception of the new sciences, complicated by the traditional reticence toward "alien sciences" found in 
many medieval Jewish writers still influential in the early modern period.

"Ruderman's book is a bold and fascinating sally into the scientific dimension of Jewish intellectual history in the early 
modern world, dealing with many key personalities and topics in a novel and masterly way." - Jewish Quarterly "One 
of the chief virtues of this excellent book is Ruderman's rare ability to summarize complex issues in little set pieces of 
clarity. We get such thumbnail sketches of stoicism, iatrochemistry, and pantheism, in addition to fair and judicious 
reviews of the major issues in the Jewish historiography of the period. The gist of an entire discussion comes gradually 
into focus. In brief, this is the history of the Jews and early modern science for which we have been waiting." - 
American Historical "It is no exaggeration to say that Ruderman's book offers the first comprehensive treatment of the 
impact of the scientific revolution on Jewish culture in early modern Europe. The volume will be a great value not 
only to students of Jewish intellectual history in the early modern period, but also more generally to those interested in 
European cultural history or in the history of medicine."About the AuthorDavid B. Ruderman is a professor of modern 
Jewish history and the director of the Center for Advanced Judaic Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. His most 
recent book is Jewish Enlightenment in an English Key: Anglo-Jewry's Construction of Modern Jewish Thought 
(Princeton University Press, 2000). 


