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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jews and Arabs: A 
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. WOWBy Rev. Elliotthe material was new to me-the author is known 
to be fabulous and he lives up to the reputation--the facts are eye opening and clear0 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy Aldo C. MarturanoNot reallt interesting tho!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Good basic textBy zzz05An interesting detailed view of an interesting subject; how Judaism and Islam 
(mainly, despite the title) shaped each other during the period that Islam was undergoing its initial expansion and 
Judaism was changing from the Temple based religion of an agricultural nation to a diaspora religion of a dispersed 
nation cut off from the land.The book's author writes from a more Jewish point of view, and the book was written 
originally in 1955 and updated in 1964 so it predates not just the Arab Spring and its aftermath, but also the Iraq War, 
the intifadas, and even the 1967 War; not being an expert myself I can't say how much that might affect the writing, if 
any.

This fascinating history by an eminent scholar explores the relationship between Jews and Arabs, from their 
beginnings 3,000 years ago into the 1970s. Although originally written in 1954, it was revised in 1974 to extend its 
reach in the aftermath of the 1973 Yom Kippur War. The account remains current in its outlook because of the focus 
on social and cultural contacts as opposed to political and military issues. Its long-range examination of the reciprocal 
influence between these two peoples provides many valuable insights into the present-day impasse in their 
relations.Jews and Arabs encompasses numerous subjects of historical and contemporary relevance: the myth of the so-
called Semitic races; the Jewish tradition in Islam; the actual and legal position of Jews under Arabic Islam; the rise of 
Jewish philosophy under Islamic influence; Jewish and Islamic mysticism and poetry; and law and ritual. Author S. D. 
Goitein was the first professor of Islamic studies at Jerusalems Hebrew University, and this study reflects his 30 years 
of experience in the field, which includes surveys of Muslim religious literature, Oriental Jewish communities, and 
medieval Egyptian documents. Erudite and well written, this volume is indispensable to anyone seeking a deeper 
understanding of the complexities of the Arab-Jewish relationship.


