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Elizabeth Caldwell Hirschman, Donald Yates: Jews and Musimsin British Colonial America: A Genealogical
History before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Jews and
Muslimsin British Colonial America: A Genealogical History:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. MUST READ!BY heavenslovel just want to tell you that of al of my
library on this subject, thisis so far the best. | do not understand why someone would say there were no references.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786464623

Y ou need to have real information on your family perhaps to use this book, | do not know, but | found referencesin
almost all pages.| was thrilled to read this book. Thank you, Thank you.3 of 4 people found the following review
helpful. Jews and Muslimsin British Colonial AmericaBy K. T.This book is very interesting and gives new insight
into the Jewish rootsin British colonial America and seems well-documented.3 of 3 people found the following review
helpful. Patrick Henry was not from Jewish or Muslim descentBy M. Couvillonl can't speak for all chapters, but the
one on Patrick Henry is very inaccurate. The author relies on adiary entry from Col. William Byrd who mentions that
Patrick's mother, Sarah Winston, was "from the family of Esau” and her first husband, John Syme, of the "saracen”
family, to conclude that his mother was a Jew and her husband a Muslim. Col. Byrd loved to play in words and was
speaking more about their appearance and should not be taken literally. Curiously, though, the author says the name
Syme is Hebrew for Simon but then makes John Syme a Muslim. She aso states that Patrick Henry had two wives but
no children, so dna can't be done. A quick search would have revealed that Henry had more off spring than almost all
of the founding fathers-17 children and 77 grandchildren! Countless of his descendants are alive today! What we do
know isthat Patrick Henry's mother was an Episcopal when Byrd wrote about her in his diary because she attempted
to bring him to the Anglican parish church with her and he refused. During the great awakening movement in Virginia
in the 1740's, Sarah became influenced by the Rev. Samuel Davies and converted to the Presbyterian faith. She al'so
brought her son, Patrick, to hear Samuel Davies preach, which had a great impact on his oratory. Patrick Henry was
baptized in the Episcopal Church, became a vestryman of that church and remained a devout Episcopal throughout his
life, though he was known to be very friendly to other sects, especially the Presbyterians. His uncle, whom he was
named after, was the Rev. Patrick Henry, the Anglican minister of St. Paul's Parish Church. Sarah's second husband
was John Henry, father of Patrick Henry. He was a devout member of the Church of England and also along member
of his parish vestry. The ideathat Patrick Henry was of jewish or muslim descent is completely false.

Americans have learned in elementary school that their country was founded by a group of brave, white, largely
British Christians. Modern reinterpretati ons recognize the contributions of African and indigenous Americans, but the
basic premise has persisted. This groundbreaking study fundamentally challenges the traditional national storyline by
postulating that many of theinitial colonists were actually of Sephardic Jewish and Muslim Moorish ancestry.
Supporting references include historical writings, ship manifests, wills, land grants, DNA test results, geneal ogies, and
settler lists that provide for the first time the Spanish, Hebrew, Arabic, and Jewish origins of more than 5,000
surnames, the majority widely assumed to be British. By documenting the widespread presence of Jews and Muslims
in prominent economic, political, financial and social positionsin al of the original colonies, thisinnovative work
offers afresh perspective on the early American experience.

Challenging the myth of the US being settled primarily by British Protestants, Hirschman and Y ates present a counter-
narrative. Drawing on documents, firsthand accounts, genealogies, and DNA, they trace many of the early settlersto
Sephardic Jewish and Moorish Muslim ancestry.--Book News



