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Gershon David Hundert : Jewsin Poland-Lithuaniain the Eighteenth Century: A Genealogy of M oder nity
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jews in Poland-
Lithuaniain the Eighteenth Century: A Genealogy of Modernity:

7 of 16 people found the following review helpful. A great book for European Jewish historyBy E. Silverstonelt is


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520249941

well worth reading but | wish it was longer and more detailed. And, would it be so terrible if it were discovered that
changes to Jewish religious practice in 18th Century Poland were borrowed or influenced from sources outside the
Jewish religion? Maybe one day we will know more.

Missing from most accounts of the modern history of Jews in Europe is the experience of what was once the largest
Jewish community in the worldan oversight that Gershon David Hundert corrects in this history of Eastern European
Jews in the eighteenth century.The experience of eighteenth-century Jews in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth did
not fit the pattern of integration and universalizationin short, of westernizationthat historians tend to place at the
origins of Jewish modernity. Hundert puts this experience, that of the majority of the Jewish people, at the center of
his history. He focuses on the relations of Jews with the state and their role in the economy, and on more "internal"
developments such as the popul arization of the Kabbalah and the rise of Hasidism. Thus he describes the elements of
Jewish experience that became the basis for a"core Jewish identity"an identity that accompanied the majority of Jews
into modernity.

"Jews in Poland-Lithuaniain the Eighteenth Century provides a wide-ranging synthesis of the current scholarship on
Polish-Lithuanian Jewry. Gershon David Hundert's control of the secondary literature is magnificent: he incorporates
the findings of over a century of research up to and including the most recent worksin every relevant language. Only a
handful of scholarsin the world today could approach thislevel of mastery." - Benjamin Nathans, author of Beyond
the Pale: The Jewish Encounter with Late Imperial Russia " Gershon David Hundert's Jews in Poland-Lithuaniain the
Eighteenth Century islikely to be viewed as the standard scholarly survey of the topic of ‘classic' Polish Jewry for
yearsto come." - Moshe Rosman, author of Founder of Hasidism: A Quest for the Historical Baa Shem Tov"From
the Inside Flap"Jews in Poland-Lithuaniain the Eighteenth Century provides a wide-ranging synthesis of the current
scholarship on Polish-Lithuanian Jewry. Gershon David Hundert's control of the secondary literature is magnificent:
he incorporates the findings of over a century of research up to and including the most recent works in every relevant
language. Only a handful of scholarsin the world today could approach thislevel of mastery."Benjamin Nathans,
author of Beyond the Pale: The Jewish Encounter with Late Imperial Russia'Gershon David Hundert's Jews in Poland-
Lithuaniain the Eighteenth Century islikely to be viewed as the standard scholarly survey of the topic of 'classic'
Polish Jewry for years to come."Moshe Rosman, author of Founder of Hasidism: A Quest for the Historical Baal
Shem Tov



