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William F. S. Miles : Jews of Nigeria  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Jews of Nigeria: 

12 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Miles, Do Your HomeworkBy Anna JuliaWilliam Miles asserts 
the Jews of Nigeria are a modern phenomenon-- he labels Nigerian Jews "Internet Jews" . This reveals astonishing 
ignorance of ancient West African History. The Hebrew origins of West African beliefs and practices are well 
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documented in Dr. Joseph J. Williams book, Hebrewisms of West AfricaBefore the modern state of Israel was 
established, Dr. Joseph J. Williams extensively studied Jews throughout the continent of Africa. Hebrewisms of West 
Africa: From Nile to Niger with the Jews, focuses primarily on West Africans but also includes Ethiopian Jews (Beta-
Israel), North African Jews, and South African/Lemba Jews. Dr. Williams historical and anthropological scholarship is 
extensively documented and includes a lengthy bibliography. A fatal flaw of William Miles, Jews of Nigeria is his 
utter failure to examine the historical, linguistic, and cultural history of West Africans that connects them to the 
historical/Biblical Hebrews.Nigerian Jews are not merely "Internet Jews". They are Ancient Jews with documented 
cultural heritage linking them to the Biblical Hebrews.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. a 
revelation!By JInteresting journey into an obscure yet familiar subculture in the incredible diversity that is Nigeria. 
Written by a true expert. Also makes one reflect on what it means to be a Jew.

Africa's newest Jewish community of note is in Nigeria, where upwards of twenty thousand Igbos are commonly 
claimed to have adopted Judaism. Bolstered by customs recalling an Israelite ancestry, but embracing rabbinic 
Judaism, they are also the world's first 'Internet Jews'. William Miles has spent over three decades conducting research 
in West Africa. He shares life stories from this spiritually passionate community, as well as his own Judaic reflections 
as he celebrates Hanukka and a bar mitzvah with 'Jubos' in Abuja, the capital of Nigeria.


