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Paul Fregosi : Jihad in the West: Muslim Conquests from the 7th to the 21st Centuries  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jihad in the West: Muslim Conquests from the 
7th to the 21st Centuries: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommendedBy JAKThis book will expose the history 
behind today's conflicts from the Sunni/Shitte divide to the beliefs strategy of ISIS. In fact it is a lot easier to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1573922471


understand that the claim of ISIS that they represent the true Islam has some support from history. The Crusades were 
like child's play compared to the aggression depravity of Muslims starting in the seventh century continuing until 
today. Political correctness fear muffles the truth.20 of 20 people found the following review helpful. Good read - 
important readBy Paul JacksonFor an ordinary history of wars, rulers and kingdoms, this book is a remarkably good 
read. It's fun and easy reading, that's hard to put down. I found myself thumbing through the book when I had finished, 
disappointed that there was no more, looking for perhaps some part of a chapter that I had missed. The author has 
wonderful sense of humour. At the same time, he's presenting the 1300 years of history of almost unrelenting war, 
driven by Islam's efforts to conquer and convert Europe and Christianity. The war has ebbed and flowed over the 
centuries, and is ebbing again, funded by oil. This is history we must know, to understand where we are now, and how 
brutal we will need to become, before we push back this latest onslaught. The death toll for this latest round in a war 
of civilizations lasting over a millenium has hardly begun to be taken. Islam is a cancer on human civilization. We 
might have thought we were in remission, but oil money has reinvigorated the cancer, and a shrinking world means 
that no place is a far away place anymore.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The Muslim Time LineBy 
Byron FitzgeraldDiscussions of Islam always require that Muhammad's role as the perfect man be considered. Unlike 
Jesus, there is significant historical data on Muhammad and relatively reliable information on the man himself. The 
real problem for the student is that there is a denial on the part of Muslims of the historical facts and an image has been 
created that bears little resemblance to reality. This book strips away the covering of the mythical Muhammad and 
shows the man and his followers for the opportunists and religious fanatics that they truly were. The reader is allowed 
to made his own evaluation as to whether Islam is a religion of peace and exposes the reasons for the progression of 
the expansion of this political/religious force.

"Jihad," the Muslim holy war against Christians and others, has raged for 1,300 years with bloody conquests in Europe 
dating from campaigns to convert the infidels in the 7th century to today's random acts of terrorism in the name of 
Allah. Yet this huge unrecorded "hole" in European history has been censored and stifled by political and literary 
authorities who have feared reprisals from angry Muslims trying to hide a legacy of brutality vastly more bloody and 
six times longer in duration than the atrocities of the crusades.This is the engrossing factual account of the immense 
and little-known Islamic military invasions of Europe, and the major players who led them, beginning around 650 CE. 
The Islamic Arabs (and later the Moors) occupied a number of the Mediterranean Islands, and invaded Spain and 
Portugal in 711 CE, and ruled over much of the Iberian peninsula for the next 800 years. France was attacked and 
invaded, as was Italy, and the European coasts all the way to Ireland and Iceland. The Muslims swept over the 
Balkans, besieged Vienna, and were intermittent masters of Greece, Bulgaria, Romania, and Hungary into the 19th 
century, destroying the Byzantines and conquering Constantinople (turning it into Istanbul). Ambitious and 
unrelenting, the Muslims also sought to conquer Austria and Russia.

.com Jihad is back, says Paul Fregosi, but this current incarnation has a long history behind it. From the start, Islamic 
fundamentalism has intended to expand the Muslim religion to encompass the entire world through conversion, or, in 
many instances, violence. Yet until now it has lacked a general historical narrative: "The jihad has been the most 
unrecorded and disregarded major event of history," writes Fregosi. Jihad in the West attempts to describe the history 
of Islamic and European conflict over 1,500 years, including moments such as the climactic battle at Tours (if the 
Moors had won it in 732, much of Europe might be Muslim today), the sieges of Vienna, and the Barbary Corsairs (the 
battle U.S. Marines refer to when they sing about "the shores of Tripoli"). Such a sweep necessarily sacrifices detail 
for breadth, yet it still provides a helpful backdrop to understanding a religious movement that has played a prominent 
role in late-20th-century terrorism. Many Muslims will quarrel with Fregosi when he compares jihad to a Christian 
sacrament, and the book would benefit from footnotes. Jihad in the West nevertheless is a good introduction to an 
often-ignored topic. --John J. MillerFrom BooklistAlthough not The Satanic Verses, this book is sure to raise much of 
the same issues and ire, and come into demand simply because of its notoriety. It is a look at the darker side of the 
Islamic religion, from its inception with Muhammad up through the first half of this century, lightly touching on recent 
decades. Fregosi shows that jihad, or holy war, did not come about as a reaction to the Crusades but has been a 
continually integral part of Islam. While not excusing the barbarities of Christianity, he highlights how Islam has been 
particularly ruthless in its acquisition of lands and wealth and in dealing with those who have stood in its path. 
Although most of this history is well documented and factually indisputable, the author will likely generate 
considerable umbrage with his interpretation of many of Muhammad's actions and suryas (teachings) as manifesting a 
self-serving nature. This title is a highly recommended, if problematic, historical perspective, suitable for most 
libraries. Eric Robbins "'must' reading for anyone who wants to fully understand the events of September 11, 2001." -- 
Bookviews.com, October 2001". . . one of the greatly readable primers on Islamic jihad . . ." -- Sunday Star, August 
21, 2003"...powerful study...controversial book." -- Educational Book (India), March 2000"Fregosi writes with a fine 
sense of balance...with immense gusto." -- The Economist 


