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Rhys S. Bezzant : Jonathan Edwards and the Church before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised Jonathan Edwards and the Church:

Though Edwards spent most of hislife working inlocal churches, and saw himself primarily as a pastor, his own
views on the theology of the church have never been explored in depth. This book presents Edwards's views on
ecclesiology by tracking the development of his convictions during the course of his tumultuous career. Drawing on
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Reformation foundations and the Puritan background of his ministry, Edwards refreshes our understanding of the
church by connecting it to a nuanced interpretation of revival, allowing adynamic view of the place of churchin
history and new thinking about itsinstitutional structure. Indeed in Edwards's writing the church has an exalted status
asthe bride of Christ, joined to him forever. Building on the recent completion of the works of Jonathan Edwards, and
material newly published online, this book, the first ever on Edwards's ecclesiology, demonstrates his commitment to
corporate Christian experience shaped by theological convictions and his aspirations towards the visibility and unity of
the Christian church. In afinal section, Bezzant discusses topics relating to ecclesiology (such as hymnody, discipline,
and polity), that occupied Edwards throughout his ministry. Edwards preached a Gospel concerned with God's
purposes for the world, so it is the growth of the church, not merely the conversion of individuals, that is the necessary
fruit of his preaching. The church in the West is rediscovering the importance of ecclesiology as it emerges from its
Christendom constraints. Edwards's struggle to understand the church and its place within God's cosmic designisa
case study that helps us to appreciate the church in the modern world.

"With al the recent scholarship devoted to Jonathan Edwards, it is awonder that there would be any kind of gaping
holes in the coverage of his doctrinal content ... It is surprising to think that there has been a genuine neglect of an
extensive study of Edwards's ecclesiology amongst scholars. This, however, is no longer the case due to Rhys
Bezzant's recent workJonathan Edwards and the Church... Thisis an outstanding work on atopic that has not received
the attention it rightly deserves." Themelios 39/2 (2014)Jeremy M. Kimble"lsit possible for an evangelical to have a
high view of the church? Rhys S. Bezzant thinks so.Bezzant is an Anglican priest and scholar whose recent
bookJonathan Edwards and the Church (Oxford University Press)is a superb analysis of Edwards's eccesiology ...Itisa
major achievement for not only Edwards studies but for historical studies of Protestant and evangelical ecclesiology
more generally. It will be the standard work in the field for many yearsto come." Ecclesiology, Gerald McDermott



