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14 of 21 people found the following review helpful. Jonathan Edwards and the Great AwakeningBy William 
BilyeuThe Library of America usually publishes some great books and I enjoy reading them. I have nearly the whole 
set with few exceptions of mostly present, or recent authors. I was writing about the Great Awakening when I learned 
of this book. I had read some of Jonathan Edwards in American Sermons which was published a few years ago and the 
Selected Sermons of Jonathan Edwards which I downloaded to my Kindle. My father, Benjamin, was a fan of 
Edwards, especially his Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, which I helped him in a minor way to write an article 
about. Anyway, I delayed my writing about the Great Awakening until I could buy this book for my birthday present 
to myself and read it. I found the writings enjoyable and interesting for historical as well as religious reasons, but some 
of it is not so easy to read. Still there is something about Edwards that is good for both the heart and the soul. I have 
since purchased and downloaded The Works of Jonathan Edwards and Selected Sermons of George Whitefield to my 
Kindle. Edwards and Whitefield are the keystones of the Great Awakening; the mind and the heart, respectively, if you 
will. I find it wonderful to read them and, especially when Edwards admits and owns his mistakes while defending the 
fervor of the religious revivals, and the evangelism of the Great Awakening which many criticized because of such 
mistakes. I have also discussed these men, and others of the period, with my minister which has uncovered some 
differences as well as admiration for these men, and for each other.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy laura davidsonThis book is what I was looking for1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Richard CraneExcellent buy.

Jonathan Edwards (17031758) is recognized today as a great theologian and philosopher. The historian Perry Miller 
has called him one of Americas five or six major artists, a writer possessed of an intelligence which, as much as 
Emersons, Melvilles, or Mark Twains, is both an index of American society and a comment upon it. But in his own 
day Edwards was best known as a leader of what is now known as the Great Awakening: a series of small-town 
revivals that mushroomed into a movement credited with giving birth to American evangelicalism and laying the 
groundwork for the American Revolution. In authoritative texts drawn from first editions and manuscript sources, this 
volume brings together all of Edwardss essential writings from and about the revivals, including the famous sermon 
Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God and his vivid Faithful Narrative of the Surprising Work of God in the 
Conversion of Many Hundreds of Souls, the work that first publicized the awakenings. Characterized by precise logic 
and powerful imagery, his writing continues to inspire students and spiritual seekers alike.
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