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Donald T. Garate : Juan Bautista de Anza: Basque Explorer in the New World  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Juan Bautista de Anza: Basque Explorer in the New 
World: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerAnother excellent resource of information. 
Thnx4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Subject Not the Person You ThinkBy F J F Jr.Pay attention. 
Read the subtitle carefully! The subject of this biography is not the Juan Bautista de Anza who established the first 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0874175054


land route to San Francisco Bay in 1776 and was governor of the province of New Mexico from 1777 to 1787, but his 
father of the same name. This book is the first volume of what the author plans to be a three-volume series about Juan 
Bautista de Anza and his father. Other than a mention in the preface, little said of the son, who according to the 
preface, is to be the subject of volumes two and three. I am waiting for volumes two and three, and maybe only three.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Historian's delightBy Kat KansasAs a genealogist, I found this book to 
be a treasure...as a history buff, I found this book to be very informative and interesting...leaned a great deal. I am 
mystified that Juan Baustista de Anza is never given more credit than he deserved in the history books...I highly 
recommend this book, it is well written and very insightful into not only the man, but the times and locations as well.

The name of Juan Bautista de Anza the younger is a fairly familiar one in the contemporary Southwest because of the 
various streets, schools, and other places that bear his name. Few people, however, are familiar with his father, the 
elder Juan Bautista de Anza, whose activities were crucial to the survival of the tenuous and far-flung settlements of 
Spain's northernmost colonial frontier. For this first comprehensive biography of the elder Anza, Donald T. Garate 
spent more than ten years researching archives in Spain and the Americas. The result is a lively, vividly drawn picture 
of the Spanish borderlands and the hardy, ambitious colonists who peopled them. Anza was born in the Basque 
Country in 1693, a poor boy in a typical Basque village. Like so many of his contemporaries, he made his way as a 
young man to America, where he joined many of his Basque compatriots as part of Spain's colonial establishment. 
After working for a few years as a miner in Sonora, he became a soldier and spent the rest of his life protecting a vast 
and turbulent territory covering much of present-day Sonora and Arizona, as well as parts of Chihuahua, Texas, and 
New Mexico, struggling to maintain order among the settlers, establish trade routes, and pacify the numerous hostile 
Indian peoples. Anza's career exemplifies the vital role played by Basques in the settlement of Spanish America. Upon 
arrival in Mexico, he became part of a vast ethnic network of Basques who were finding in the colonies the 
opportunities for professional and economic advancement denied them in their crowded and poverty-riddled 
homeland. Anza's brief but eventful career was part of this Basque contribution to the settlement of the Americas, and 
represented the adventurous life of an authentic frontier hero.

"While biography has fallen out of favor somewhat with academic historians, in the hands of skilled practitioners it 
can be exciting and revealing, social history at its best. Such is the case with Garate's work on Juan Bautista de 
Anza."About the AuthorDonald T. Garate is deeply involved in research and preservation of Spanish history in both 
Arizona and Sonora, Mexico, and has brought attention to new material concerning the Basque influence in that 
history. His articles have appeared in the Journal of Basque Studies and the Journal of Arizona History. He is the chief 
of interpretation/historian at Tumacacori National Historical Park in Arizona. 


