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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Best survey, especially for those of us who areBy Dean A. 
NosekBest survey, especially for those of us who are, or were, or thought we were aware of Judaic practices and 
beliefs at the turn of the ages. Revolutionary, Reformational, and Copernican in informing those open to historical 
information.11 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Good StudyBy Erin JE. P. Sanders has headed the 
study of first century Judaism in the right direction with this book and "Paul the Law and the Jewish People". This 
work discusses the differences between Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, and Zealots, as well as High Priests, priests, 
and Levites. Also, there is a heavy emphasis on the fact that the common Jew was not in any of these groups. Sanders 
begins the idea of a collective worldview shared by most first century Jews (N. T. Wright in his book "The New 
Testament and the People of God" carries this through more completely). There are excellent discussions on sacrifices, 
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the tithing system, and synagogue life. There is no way to read this book without coming away knowing more about 
first century Judaism. The author pushes hard to show that the Pharisees were more liberal than is often supposed. 
Sanders ascribes more weight to Josephus as a source, and treats the New Testament as less reliable (for me this was a 
weakness in his presentation). Nevertheless, I do recommend this work along with Wright's.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerAwesome book. Beyond my expectations. It came on time in 
excellent condition.

In this now-classic work, E. P. Sanders argued against prevailing views regarding the Judaism of the Second Temple 
period, for example, that the Pharisees dominated Jewish Palestine or that the Mishnah offers a description of general 
practice. In contrast, Sanders carefully shows that what was important was the "common Judaism" of the people with 
their observances of regular practices and the beliefs that informed them. Sanders discusses early rabbinic legal 
material not as rules, but as debates within the context of real life. He sets Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes in 
relation to the Judaism of ordinary priests and people. Here then is a remarkably comprehensive presentation of 
Judaism as a functioning religion: the temple and its routine and festivals; questions of purity, sacrifices, tithes, and 
taxes; common theology and hopes for the future; and descriptions of the various parties and groups culminating in an 
examination of the question "who ran what?" Sanders offers a detailed, clear, and well-argued account of all aspects of 
Jewish religion of the time.

About the AuthorE. P. Sanders was Professor of Religion successively at McMaster, Oxford, and Duke Universities 
and is a fellow of the British Academy and of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He has written numerous 
landmark books. 


