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Richard R. Gaillardetz, Catherine Clifford : Keys to the Council: Unlocking the Teaching of Vatican II  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Keys to the Council: 
Unlocking the Teaching of Vatican II: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great resourceBy AnnieExcellent text. Can be used by topic for 
students.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Vat II documents explained.By P. A. ReyesThe authors of 
the book have put together a great text that is easy to read and understand, even by the average lay person in the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0814633684


Church. It has given me a greater appreciation of what went on during the Council, and a better understanding of the 
documents. I am currently using this as a course book in a college program. I ordered book from and it arrived sooner 
that I expected.18 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Keys to the CouncilBy Elochukwu UzukwuThis is 
an excellent collaborative work. The introductory chapter is very good. The layout is user friendly, especially for 
beginners in the theology of the church. Very powerful insights

As the church marks the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council, too few Catholics have an 
adequate grasp of what the council contributed to the life of the church. The problem is understandable. The Second 
Vatican Council produced, by far, more document pages than any other council. Consequently, any attempt to master 
its core teachings can be daunting. There is a danger of missing the forest for the trees. With this in mind, Keys to the 
Council identifies twenty key conciliar passages, central texts that help us appreciate the Vision of the council 
fathers.Each chapter places the given passage in its larger historical context, explores its fundamental meaning and 
significance, and finally considers its larger significance for the life of the church today. Chapters include exploration 
of Sacrosanctum Concilium's demand for full, conscious, and active participation in the liturgy; Lumen Gentium's 
eucharistic ecclesiology; Gaudium et Spes's vision of marriage as an intimate partnership of life and love; Nostra 
Aetate's approach to non-Christian religions; and more.

Keys to the Council is the best book reviewed here. If you have time only to read one book, I highly recommend this 
one. 


